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| EZEK XES 14 
And fire is gone out of a Rod of her Branche 
which hath devoured her fruit, ſo that 
hath no ſtrong Rod to be a Scepter to Rule 
This is a Lamentation, and ſhall be for 

Lamentation. 
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Hatever Differences of Opin 
on there have been 1n tt 
World, concerning either i 
Oripinal . or Pre-eminencd 
of thole various Forms of 

)'] Government, that have been Excant in it 


yet the Thing ic felt _ cver been eſtcemy 
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j] 
fe reat nzc2fity , b univerſally acknowledged, 
\4 a Blefling of hizit Impurcance to ths Weal of 
' People : Infomuch tac che Jgeneral Nature of 
» Common: Wea}, with the Specifications there- 
no belonging, do nec:{larily relace to Civil Go- 
ernment, and the jeveral kind; of ir, as to tt. cir 
'ormat Cauſes; whence is {zemerh, That in 
hings of a Civi] Nature, tnere could not with- 
wc Government, bs any ſuch thivg as a Conv 
non Good in the World, Maoit certain it 15, 
ha: by this Med:um, Divine Wildom hath provi- 
led to give check to thoſe wretched Prmciples, 
}f Pride and Cuntradiction, Diſorder and Con- 
'uſion, which the ficlk Rebellion hath unhappily 
wought nc the hearts of men; As allo to pre- 
ent tholz Exorbitane Practices, and Intollerat le 
' oings, | the genuine Product of ſuch Princi- 
ples j which aro deſtructive to the Peace, ang 
-uinous to the Comtores of Mankind : So thac, 
'n truth, of all choſe Favours, which God 1n' his 
molt Gracious Providence, hath diftiibuced for 
the common b2n:tic of che Children of men, 
thi; of Civil Government, delerves to be reputed 
among the P:mmcioal ; ior char, both the Advanta- 
{pes of it, are of fact, vait Exc ent ; reaching to 
;the ucmolt limics of the Rational World : and 
{xh> Benefics of it are fo exceeding great 5 ſince 
/Je is chis, which under God. is our Sateguard from 
;Evils, Domeltick and Forreign, and ſecureth to 
ws whatſoever is valuable in the World, And 
om the Experieuce that men have had of chel=- 
Benetus 


LE] 
Benefits, as well as from Gods Orver-ruling Infla 
ence upon their Hearts, it comes to paſs, that 
there is fach a willingneſs and Dilpoſicion ia the 
moſ?, to ſubmit to thoſe Powers that God in 
Providenc? placeth over, them. 

Indzed we read of rhols that Deſpiſe the Go 
ernment, 2 Pet. 2 10. who, jn defiance of this 
Snbj2Qtion, Spezh Fil of Dignities; | And what 
Ordinance of God 1s there, that hath not met 
wich ſuch as dare defpiic and condemn it ” | 
that many, even of 'Theſz, | whatever : tel Dre 
ſumption and will! ulnef;, ( winch fntamous 
Notes the Apoſilz dorh there brard them wi: h,) 
may prompt them to fay, or do againſt Govern- 
ment ſpecifically conſidered, or rach2r againſt 
the Perſon veſted with it, | are no: ſo void © 
common Underſtanding, as to condemn ſuch 
Auchority in General; appeareth, ( it from: no os 
ther Reaſon, yet at leaſt ) from the over wean 
Ing conceit they ordinarily have, of their own 
Abilicizs, to reRtifis the Mal2 Adminiſtrations of 
thoſe that are in Authority, and fo mend the 
F wits, they accuſe the Gov m_—_ nat of, had they} 
but their Advantages. ft mult be contefſ:d, that] 
fome, f::ch (1 may call chem ) Monſters of Men 
and Sinners chere have hcen, as have openly pro-þ 
teſf:d themflves Moral Enemies, to the Nature 
and Being of Civ Government ( loading it with 
the odious flinders, of an Anricuiltian Strata-f 
gem, Limb of the Beaſt, and ſuch as theſe } Buth 
that man, who ſhall oppoſe the Furious Notionsg ; 
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[6] 
I ſuch Frantick men, againſt the concurring 
j oice of all Nations, conſenting to the Neceflity 
j nd Uſcfulneſs of this Ordinance, will truly me- 
*it the Charatter, which the Apoſtle i in the 12t6. 
bY DG of that fore cited Chapter, gives thoſe De- 
1 amers, viz. Of Natural Bruit Beaſts ; and juſtly 
ppncur the Jadgment he declareth concerning 
f '/them in that ſame verſe ; in thoſe words, Made 
Fo be taken and deftroged,;- ----and ſhall utterly periſh, 
HAnd farely whatever DetraQtions from the Ho- 
; our and, Excellency of Civil Authority, This or 
any other Set of Oppoſers, ( blinded by their 
Moen willfulneſs ) are guilty of ; ſuch as have 
wiſdom to diſcern the Circumſtances of Men in 
General, with the preſent State of theſe Mun- 
\ Tan Afeairs, can't but as highly magnifie ic; As 
oy great Buckler ( when rightly managed Y both 
f Religion and Property, and the beft Expedi- 
nt to Save a People from becoming a Prey to 
Vrhoſe who hate them. The want of which Au- 
{thoricy, ( whether we underſtand it of a total 
{}Failure, or of an undue, lame, and inciteatual 
{{Management ) hath ever deen of fatal conſe- 
tquence, and opened a Gap for Ruin upon Ruin 
2fto break in upon a people. Whence, whoſoever 
Hhall well weigh, the no leſs natural than uſual 
} Concomitants and Confequents of this State de- 
il ficiency, and ſhall conſider, what Irreligion and 
EProfaneneſls, Unrighteouſneſs, and Oppreflion, 
Diforder, and Confuſion, do uſe to invade a 
{Pcople, when the Rod oft Domunion 15 broken, 
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the Bands of Authority diſſolved, and every man 
is his own King, will ſoon ſee reaſon to reckon 
Government in the prime Rank of God's Mer- 
cies. In the cloſe of the Book of Fudges, Chap, 
ult. alt. We have, as the very Reafon,both of the 
great Abominations thathad defiled the Land of 
I/racl, and of the great Devaſtations that had ra- 
ged in it, This given vs; In thi/e Dayes there as 
»o King ( or Chicf Magiitrate )  ]/rael. 

Now, by how much greater the Blefling of 
Civii Government is ( which 1s deſigned tor the 
Prevention and Removal of thoſe Grievances 
that are incident to men ) by fo much the more 
into'lerable is it, when it is either mot improvec 
at all, or not to any good purpoſe or effe&t, o 
miſ-improved ; when, either Wit or Will to pro 
ſecute the iinds of Rule are wanting ; and ſuc 
as have the managing of it, are cicher Unskilful 
& know not ; or Weak, and cannat; or perverſe 
and will not confſule the Peace and Weal of 
thofe they bear rule over. Though the Calamig 
ties, and Contuſions of Anarchy, are very dreadf 
ful, yet the Inſtances of inch as have been ruin 
ed by the abuſe, rather tran the want of Civy 
Authority, are more frequent, and as farmida 
ble. Ir is a fad cafe that a People is in, whey 
there are no Rods at all, for a Scepter to Rule 
and it is not muci ( 43) it be any thing ) bertef 
when thoſe Rods that are, are not itrong Rodg 
and thoſe Scepters, Scepters of Righteouſneſſ 
This hath a very ominous Aſpe& upon a Peoply 
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| "This affords a pleaſing Proſpe& to their Ene* 
I} mies, and will not be long in bringing the whole 
; ' — of their Afﬀairs into a lamentable Confu- 
1 ion. | 
| ' This is it which the Prophet in our Text ob- » 
$1 ſerves, to be the miſerable caſe of the State of 
i ny 5 They that once had Men of Piety, 
ifdom, Truth and Majeſty, to adorn the 
Throne of Soveraignty, and Seats of Juſtice, 
| were brought to that deplorable paſs, that they 
had not a ſtrong Rod to Rule them. And this 
was, co all that underſtood the worth of ſo great 
ga Mercy, or ſhould teel the want of it, fuch mat- 
Feer of ſorrow, that we have it ingeminated by the 
w#Prophet.. This is a Lamentation, and ſhall be for 


x 
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[| The firſt is, The muck to be lamented Cir- | 
pzcumſtances of a State or People, over whom, 
[here are None, or None ſuch as there ſhould 
fÞe, holding the Reins of Authority, with a juſt 
and ſteady, ſtrong and impartial Hand : This 
vs expreſſed 5 This is ic which the Prophet 1ſo 


| 


WDewails. ( 
© The ſecond is implied, viz. The Happineſs of 
B People who have Strong Rods, for Scepters to 
RuJe them, And fo far as we ſhall find, ( in the 
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handling of theſe caſes) either of them to bg 
co-incident with our own, There will ariſe a va- 
riety of Duties, belonging co us reſpeQively irs 
our ſeveral Stations ; and thoſe of great Impore 
tance, both for the preventing and removing of! 
that Miſery, and for the.procuring and perpetua- 
ting this Happineſs. | 

This Chapter ( wherein is our Text ) doth 
contain a Deſcription of the Preſent, wich the 
next Preceding State of the Kingdory of «dab, 
( aſcending, as is generally concluded, as far as tc 
the end of King Fo/iahs Reign) in a Twotold 
Parable. 4 

The Firſt, of a Lienefs and her Whelps, 
catching the Prey, and devouring until they; 
were taken in the Pit. From werſe 2. to the gb 
inclofively. Which Parable refers to the Timg 
of the Two Kings, ſucceflively following 7oſaabs 
'Feboabaz and Febojakim. 

The Second ( from the 1oth werſe to the end 
of a Vine, fruitful and full of Branches, bug 
pluck'd up at length and caſt co the Ground, 
Which ſets forth the augmented Mileries of chat 
declining State, under the two next Kings febs- 
jachin and Zedekiah. | 

This laſt verſe, ſeemeth to be not only a Nar: 
rative of the Low Ebb, chat the R:gal Authortj 
ty of the Kings of Judah, was already fallen inf 
to ; ( who were rather Princes than Kings, ang 
thoſe Tributaries to the King of Babylon ) Buy 
alſo, a Prediction what a lamentable paſs, A |; 
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I conſiderably by what they dayly faw and fuſtai- 
ned ; but afterwards, more in thoſe horrid Tu- 
| Its, Murders and Confufions, that fell out in 
FGe2aliah's Tame ; whom Nebuchadnezzar had ap- 
EFpointed Governour over the Reſidue of the Jews, 
Wpermitcted to abide in the Land. 
* in the words themſelves we may Obſerve, 
= 21. How the Fudzan State came to be invol- 
vcd in theſe Calamities. And Fire is gone out of a 
Rod of ber Branches, This was it which had ru- 
Mined them : All che Fruits of this Vine, were by 
{this means devoured. 
Wy 2. The Calamity it ſelf, here noted by the 
WiProphet, in which they were involved. So that 
Aſhe bath no Strong Rod, for a Scepter to Rule. 
BY 3. The Prophets Refle&tion thereupon ; This 
tigss 2 Lamentation, and ſhall be for a Lamentaticn : 
fEThe two laſt I principally deſign to ſpeak to. 
4 The Political Stare of the Jews, is here reſem- 
Sled to us by a Vine ; Their Kings ( who were 
Egrom among themſelves,an ancient Blefling which 
good had piomiſed them. Dent 17. 15. ) Were 
Wthe Rods of the Branches of this Vine ; and thelc 
vere They, that by their Sin and Folly, kindled 
e Fire which conſumed, both themielves _ 
ene 
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the State. This is the Summ of the firſt part of * 
the verſe; And belongs, as to its Application, 
to the three Kings or Princes, preceding Zedeki- 
FP ab ( all of them groſs Idolaters : ) And eſpecially 

j to Zedekiab's revolting from, and afterwards refu- 
ſing to labmit to the King of Babylon ; ( as the. 
Prophet Jeremiah countclled him : Fer. 38. 17, 
23.) This ſet Fire to the Rage of that Potent 
Monarch, and that Fire deſtroyed the City of 
Teruſalem, the Temple, and (in a great mea- | 
ſure ) the Ancient Civil Polictie of the Fewiſb 
Nation. 

The Figurative Terms in the latter part of the 
verſe are obvious; and need not much to. be 
ſaid for their Explication. I ſhall add what is 

needful in a few words. > 

| Rod. ) The ſame word is rendred Staff. The 
| word according to the Notation of it, tignifieth 
a Thing to Lean upon. - Hence ic is Mecaphorh 
cally put for whatſoever is neceſſary for the Subs 
ſiſtence of another. So the Staff of Bread,in Lew 
| 26. 26. and Ezek. 4. 16. is thac ſupply of fuct 
Kind, which a Perton or People hath dependancy 
upon, and cannot ſubfiſt without : Hence it fig 
nifteth Power, Authority, or Government ; I/q 
n 9.4 and 10. 24 Per. AMetaph. Becauſe Govery 
| ment 15 the very Prop and Support of a ' Staty 
and that by which ic doth ſubhſt. Or, ( as ſonf 
would have it ) It may be put for Governmej 
or Authorky, Per Metonymiam Adjuniti, the if 
being put for the Thing ſignified. Becauſe fu 
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Rods were an Ancient Badge of thok that were 
in Authority, Whence the ſame word ſignifieth 


Pa 
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Rod, with the Name of that Tribe on it, which 
the Princes of the Tribes uſed to carry in their 
Hands as Enſigns of their Authoricy. So that 
by Reds, we are to underſtand Perſons in Autho- 
rity ; the Adjunct being put tor the Subject. 
| Scepter. ) Is a word of the fame Import; A 
Scepter 15 a Mark of Majeſty and Severity which 
Kings of old, as well as now, were wont to uf. 
F\ Yet it 15 not to be reſtrained to Kingly Domini- 
$ on only : (i= Amos 1.8. It is uſed concerning 
i$| the State of the Phil;tines which was Ariſtocrats 
q. cal : } And it ſignifieth, by the ſame AMetonymie, 
Many Power or Majeſty, of Government or Rule, 
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Funder what form or Name foever. This then 
Rexplaineth the former word; No Rods for a 
I Scepter 5 2. e, Men in Authority, or Civil Govern« 
ment ; for the Term Scepter is no where applied 
hto any other kind of Government exerciſed by 
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! Men over one another. 

i To Rule. | The word is of great Extent, im- 
{plies a Rignt and Authoricy over Perſons and 
HAdions, and whatever can be Governed : In a 
word, it comprehends here, whatever belongs to 
ge Exerciſe of Civil Power : as to Enact Laws, 
Jo aſſure Rewards to the Obedient ; co determine 
FPenalries tor the Diſobedient, ang to diſtribute 
oth Rewards and Puniſhments. No Rod for a 
epter 70. Rule 34. e. Such were wanting as — 
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a Tribe. Pſal. 78. 79. Becauſe every Tribe had a- 
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1ame is true alfo, in this figurative uſe of the} 


. hazard lan upon their Conduc, whether it be} 
. Wiſdom, Juſtice, Piety, Proweſs; that is the} 


- for men in Authority there were ; Zedekiab waf 


- Pointed Geda/iad Goyernour ; ( the time was ne 
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hold the Reins of Government, manage Afﬀairs © 
of State, preſerve Order and Peace. 

Bur, How fo ? Was not Zedekiab King ? And 
had he not Officers under him ? This Difficulty 
will eaſily be removed, by conſidering the Quali- - 
ty of theſe Rods 3 which the Prophet adds; and 
is principally to be taken notice of, and obſerved 
here. Rods they bad, but not Strong Ones. 

No Strong Red. J- or Rod of ſtrength. -Cam- 
monly applyed to Kings & Kingdoms, which are 
tor the moſt part, won and held thereby. This 
the Prophet adds to compleat the Deſcription of 
cthole, whoſe help the ſtate wanted : and that 
very agreeably with che Metaphor of a Rod or 
Staff, here uſed. If a Staff have no ſtrength in 
it, ic will prove but a Deceit, Cheat and Dif*? 
appointment, to whomſoever make uſe of It: 
Ic 1s 1ts ſtrength chat makes ic Serviceable. "The! 


Word ; or of thols whom the Prophet here} 
{tilech Rods. Whatſoever is requiſite to accom-} 
pliſh Thoſe that bear Rule, chat the ſtare may} 
{ately have dependance upon them ; and withour} 


ſtrength ot cheſe Rods, the Prophet here ſpeaks 
of. And it 15 evident, he ſpeaks of them unde | 
this Conſideration ( viz. as ſo- accomoliſhed 3K 


now King ; after him the King of Babylon ap 
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yet come for rhe Scepter to depart from Fudah, 
Gen. 49. Io. ) But theſe Rods, were not ſtrong | 
ones ; accompliſhed for their places, and the 
Service of their Generations. 

Thus you have the Prophet's Repreſentation 
of their calamirous Circumſtances. Next follows 
his Reflection upon them. Thus is a Lamentation | 
Ic is a word thac ligniiyeth the deepeſt Mourning, 
2 $42. 1.16. But how was this a Lamentation ? 
It was fo, both. ( 1. ) Formally. Ic was of ic 
ſelf ground of great Sorrow ; That a State, once 
famous and flouriſhing, and ( which 1s more ) 
ſo peculiarly tavoured of God above all others, 
ſhould be chus caſt down to the Ground. wv. 12. 

F ( 2.) Efedively. It would open a Gap to 

FF numberlets Ruins ; which both they that now 

13 lived thould tmart under ; and they allo ſhould 

$.} rue, who were yet unborn. 

ky ltis, and ſhall be tor a Lamentation : noting 

1 both the Cerramry and Duration of thele Calami- 
#; ties and Sorrows, For evils that come in at the 

Door of a Weak, Remiſs, Lax Government,don't 

9{} uſe co be ſpeedily curned out again. 

1} So you have the caſe of this People opened 

17} ( lo far as concerns their Civil State) and you 

4 bave ic lamented as very ſorrowfal. Whoſoever, 
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{ {hall look back to the times of King David, with 
Hiithoſe ncxt tollowing, and, ſhall take a view of 
WF the Conquelts of that Rcignz of Enemies ſubs 
Jdued ; Cities taken ; Countrics ſubjected ; People 
Eimads tributary ; Religion and Juſtice —— 
all 
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ad the Nation formidable to all thaf were round | 
about them ; together with the peacetſull Policy 
and Glory of Selomen his Son and Succeſſor ; and 
ſhall conſider further, what all this was at length 
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come to, in the times of our Prophet, through [| 
the grievous Sins, and groſs Imprudence, of the 
higheſt Ranks and degrees of men accompanied | | 
with the wretched Degeneracy of the whole Ft 
People ( a natural conſequent of the former ) jþ 
will without Heſitation ſubſcribe to this of the i 
Prophet ; and acknowledge it to be juſt matter | 
of Lamentation. It were enough to make a if; 
ſenſible mans heart ake, to compare the M;ſeries | | 
of this time wherein the Prophet wrote, with 
the Glories of the former. Yi 

| Theſe things, are they not. written for our [ 
Learning ? Cercainly, It is an obvious Truth that } 
trom hence lies before us ; Viz. That no great-f 
er Miſery can well befall a People . ( conſidered 
in their, politick Capacity ) than to be deſtitute 
of ſuch Rulers as the Prophet here ſpeaks of ;| | 
or to be under the Government of others. It is} 
this thac the Prophet here Laments, as that} 
which was and would be, a dreadful inlet tof} 
undoing Evils. And conſequently, the happy[! 
ſtace of a People, is hence inferred, who havef 
Strong Rods tor Scepters to rule them. | 

This is the Leſſon ; And we ſhall be happy, if 
we Cant learn it trom the Harms of others, and 
not our owl, Felix quem faciunt aliena Pericul, 
canutum, 


[ 16 ] 
This therefore give me leave to recommend 
'to you at this Time, in this general Inference 
EI | from the Words, as the Doctriae to be conſidered 
1 | and impfoved. Yi. 


DOCITRINGE 


Able and Faithful Rulers, are Rich Bleſſings ts 
a People, and the want of ſuch is Rumous. 
Or chiis ; Civil Rulers, able for, and faith- 
ful in their Places, are rich Bleſſings to thear 
Peepie ; and the want of ſuch, 15 fatal, 


mn When thoſe that are Veſtcd with ſuch Autho- 
I rity, are mectly accomplithed for their Places, 
4 and fairhtul in diſcharging the Truſt repoſed in 
4 them, they are incomparable Blzflings ; Bleflings 
{of ſuch Importance, that when they fail, it brings 
VI Ruine upon a People. They are great Bleflings 
11 themſelves, and may be happy Inſtruments of 
i many moexe. Theſe are the Srrong Rods, unto 
4, which the Prophet in the Context, wer. 11. doth 
14, attribute the Grandeur and Glory of the once 
4 Flourithing State of Fudabh. And She had Strong 
'i4 Rods, for the Scepter of them chat bear Rule, 
| her Stature was Exalted among the thick 
Branches, &c. But now, O Tempora! O Adazes ! 
fiThings had quite another Face ; The Rods had 
mo Strength in them; All the Ancient Glory 
was laid in the Duſt, and every thing covered 
Wver wich Diſorder and Contulion, 

G Here 
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Here are two things to be conſidered. 

x. The Subjc&ts ſpoken of : Ruters. 

2. What it is makes Them ſuch great Bleſling ; 

I. The Subjets are Rulers, i. e. Such as are in 
Places of Civil Authority, and have the Governſſ! 

f | 


ment of others. Of theſe the Prophet herd 
ſpeaketh. And the metaphot ical terms uſed i 
the Deſcription, do point out Civil Rulers, 
the Perfons deſcribed. For if the Term Redf 
may be applied to ſome other kind of Governf 
ment, beſide Civil ; yet at leaſt, Scepters, ( whickſ| 
is the other Term, ) are proper Badges of thi! 
kind of Authority, and belong only to Civif 
Rulers. l! 
Of theſe, ſome are Supreme 3; who Stand it | 
the Higheſt Rank oft Dominion among Men'| 
and are accountable only to the King of King! 
Theſe, in reſpect of all Inferiour Ranks, are ( a 
it were) the Fountains of all Righttul Auchorityl 
and like the Sun, Shine with their own Light | 
There are others, who are Subordinate 5 wh} | 
though they Shine alſo in their proper Spher 
yet they Shine with a borrowed Light ; and de} | 
rive that Auchority which they have, from t k 
Higher Powers; and are accountatlz to rho. 
by whom they | are Authoi1zed. O! both "7 
Apoſtle makes mention. 1 Ve. 2 13, 14. 
And ( as there are theſe two Degrees of RY 
lers, ſo.) there is a Twolold Authoricy reidinſ;} 
in them. 
I, There is a Power of Legiſlation, makirf 


} 
Law p 


{18 } 
aws, enjoyning a Rule of Obedience, with the 
omile ol a Rewart ; and the Addition of 2 
enalty, In Cale of Dilobedience : All which, 
dme ( it tvemeth not io rigatly ) take tO be 1o 
Mential to Sover algnty, that it cannot be grant- 
A tO any SLipgor UInate Ruter, without acomuting 
lim to a Participation of Sores aignty 3 Or rather 
ags deltroying tat SOVELAISNTY It ſclf 
There 15 an Ecccutive Per EE it 1 may 
7 the word bt - R Poxer of = #;om 5; whereby 
| O82 Juitice ac: 
rding Oo ” 209 Adeiniltred 3 Rioh r 4s fecure ; 
juft2s arc ſuppretied; Oit-aders are Stand ; 
C Ovecient are RewarGed 53 The Good O:der 
xd Peace Gelianiod i is preſerved, and the General 
ea) promoted. 
| This ewotck! Power there is in Ci = Rulers, 
d may reipectively beiong to both Supreme 
d : yat Jordi alto, 
Ol this lawer ſort there is a Ereat variet Yu 
here ore Picerors of CR Tries and Kingdoms - 
overnours of Colon 25, and Cor porarions z 5 Jacge, 
Cauics, Civil and Criminal 3 222piftrates, Fu 
ices, and { a5 the word is abuted ) Commilſ.ners . 
dime thac reyreicut the Commonalky, and are? 
EPuTed to act tor Them : With many more ? 
eCorGihg t tt; various Forms and Methods of 
OVernimeit, tat are 1n uſe among men. Vho 
ave 42 of them (ſome more, lome leſs ot ) 
nhoity roiiding in them; and each of theie 
ders, A according 7 chew ſeveral diltin& Pio- 
8 portions 


Not ly fo ſhallow, as to be caſily come at; 


EF #6 | (| 
portions of this Authority, may come under ; 
Denomination of Civil Rulers. | 

2. What is it that makes them ſuch 1 1 
Bleflings 2? | | 

The Doctrine informs us, That the Stre 
of theſe Rods lies in theſe two things. 

x. Their Ability. 2. Their Fidelity, 

The one Reſpe&s their Accompliſhment 
their Places. The other, their Hoeſty in 
Places. And theſe two, like the two Pillars 
the Temple, are the rnain Props of a Com 
Weal. | 

To begin with the Fi:ſt ; That they may 
fach Blcſſings. 

I. They muſt be Able Men. Exod. 18. 21. 
elſc it will the a Vanicy, to expe any decu 
or Benefit from their Conduct ; and a pcing} 
the greateſt madneſs ro be Hlattered with I} 
Hope of it. 

Here Obſerve theſe few Particulars. 

I. They ſhould be Men of Knowledge and }\ 
dence. Dent. 1.13, Without Knowledge, neif. 
can Wholeſome Laws be Enacted ; or thoſe $ 
are ſo, underitood, or put in Execution. TY} 
15 not (perhaps) any Study more copiousf | 
any Practice more difficult, than that of, 
Law : There 1s ſuch a vaſt Variery of At} 
requiring a particular Application of thEGerd 
Rules of Juſtice ro them; there are fo n 
knotty, intricate Caſes, wherein the Trueh 
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be of any tolerable Attainments in this ſort 
Skill, calls tor Good Parts, -nd a good In: 
dvement of chem. This Wiſdom Solomen _ 
pd of God, 2 Chron, 1.10. And, when he 
d it, he found it fo rich a Jewel in his Crown, 
neceſſary to Government, that he ſpeaks of 
m, which had not a good meaſure of ir, as 
worthy To Speak in tne Gate. Prov. 24. 7. 1. e. 
nave iny thing to do as Judges in Matters of 
Licature. The Gates of Cities, being of Anci- 
t Time, the Places where they Held their 
durts of Juſtice. 

Such is the Unshilfulneſs of ſome that have an 
ge? and juſt Cautz 5; Such the Craft and Subtilty 
many that have a bad one;{uch theTricks &Shift s 
at men have deviſed, to pervert the Senſe of 
> beſt, and to Evade che Force of the ſtrongeſt 
ws ; ſuch the Fair Colours ,, that the wicked 
dngues, & worſe Conſciences of unconſcionable 
Ivocates {tudy to put upon the moſt vnjuſt and 
pal Actions; thot if there be nct Wiſdom to 
arch out the Marcer, there will be no Judging 
which fide Truth and Juſtice lies. Again 
dence is another Branch of this Requiſte 
1 a principal Ornament of afi Able Ruler. 
'Wife men are not Prudent Rulers: They 
ft bave moreover a Diſcretion and Aptnefs, 
apply the Knowledge they have, to the Ends 
Government ; and to the Nacure and Cireum- 
aces of thoſe things that come under theic 
ndling ; that Matters of State may be mana- 
with a {uicableHogour & Decoruws, This will 


} 
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command Reſpe&t from all that are coneernſif 
11 them ; and preferve Government from fall | 
undcr the Contempt of thoſ?, that will regard | 
no lorger, than while it hath an Aw upon the 
In a word, many things may be lawful in thc 
ſelves, which are not expecient for the Good 
the Common Weal ; He 1s a Wiſe man tif} 
ks :ws them; and he 15s a Prudent Ruier, that kuof 
how ts avoid them. It was Dati1s Praiſe, Ti 
when God had ſet him over his People, He Gil 
ded them by the Skilſulneſs of his Hands. Pſal.7 8. 
2. They muſt be Tuſt and Upright Men. | 
unleſs they be ſuch, all their Knowledge will | 
ſerve to render them the more hcinous Sinng! 
and the worſe Common: wealth's Men. T 
muſt be Men of Truth : Exod. 18.21. Ago | 
2 Sam. 23. 3. ouch an one was fob; concern] 
whom the Lord teſtifieth that he was Uprig] 
Fob x. 1. And Fob profteſleth concerning h 
ſelf, chap. 29. 14. 1 put on Righteouſneſs, &e. þ || 
Fudgment was as a Robe and Diadem. Theſe Vi 
rues were the Attire and Ornaments of his Sq || 
The work which God and men call them roF! 
to diſtribute Juſtice to others, and without thþÞ 
be ſuch men themſelves, they can never dof} 
If they han't a ſteady, conftant Care and A, 
and Love, to promote Jaſtice and Righteouſ} 
among men, they wii but abuſe their Plag 
and be falſe to their Truſt ; and this care 
zeal they can never have, unleſs they be mer F | 
juit and honeſt —_— themſclyes. Be kb 
6 7 
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ps they are to Rule by, never ſo good and 
Meſore, yet Judges of a corrupt Conſcience, 

y either wittingly  miſconſtrue them ; wilfully 
ert the-true intention of them ; ( or wink at 
m that do ic ignorantly ) or they may delay 
Juſtice Sued for upon them, or poſitively de- 
it. When ſuch as Rule over others, own no 
jection to the known Rules of Juſtice and 
eſty, their own wills ſhall be their Law; or 
mans will beſide, that hath bue Wickedneſs 
ugh to go to the coſt of purchaſing it at their 
nds. Flattery and Brizery come upon ſuch, 

armed men, and there is 'no Power nor 
wt co withſtand them. PF inally that Authori- 

hich 1s not exerciſed wnder the Influence of 

Principles, will prove either Arbitrary and 
gnical, or turn to Anarchy and Confuſion. 

\ They muFft be Men of Courage and Reſolution, 
if they knew never fo well what they ought 
lo,& if they have never fo much a mind tc do 
et a faint heart will betray both their Know- 
re and their Honeſty, co ,the Will of any 
at One that Gares to oppoſe them, Moſes 
efore gives 1t in Charge to his Judges, Deut. 
7. Ye ſhall nat be Afraid of the Face of Man, 

Let their Looks be never ſo big, or their 
ds never fo bold ; you that have the Sword 
uſtice, ſhould not be daunted at them. Thoſe 

Corruptions i in men, that make Government 
flary, make it as neceſſary, that Rulers ſhould 
iri | Fortes, reg Rods, Or they will ſoon be 
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trampled down, and become 1nfignificant. The 
Poor when they tranſgrei: may be eaſily puniſhed 
and kept under ; a lies Courage if there be but 
any care and Conſcience in the Magiitrate, will 
{crve to reduce them to, order, and make them 
weary ot their aiorders : - Buc when men of a 
higher Rank do offend and that is as often 
as any ) when they that ſhould be Examples 
Obedience to others, ſcorn to ſtony to the Laws 
themſelves, jd det: Ince to thoſe Orcinances 
which they owe Subjetion fo, and when the 
have fo done, thi::k by their Riches, or Power 
or Friends, or Intereſt, or any thing elle} 
to ſtand by, ard juſtiiy wha® they have done 
He is a man of Courage? that rakes fuch as theſg 
to tack ; and he 15 not fit eo .. err the Sword © 
Juſtice, "that dares not Co It. 12 fuch Covards 
inſtance, may be an irrepa + Prejucice to th 
whole State - and tends ( in the iflue ) to rendef} 
Authority contemptible to the Vilelt among 
them. 

4. And Tafl'y. They nu? be Pionus Godly Me} 
This, though it be mention:d in te lit place] 
1s not the-leaſt of cheſo Excelient properties 4 
Able Ruler:. Yea, this is it which intre' 
duceth a Divine B:/ng upon the Improvemeſſi 
of the other ; and als @ Lwſtre and Beauty 
them all. "The Pur Polrrichs are but mmſipid Traf 
unleſs they have this ſeaſoning ; It -is this thif 
influenceth and acuates, the orinciples of Mol 
Honeſty & Juſtice ; Ir; 1s this that mult ſtrer bf 
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then the Hearts and roufe he Courage of Rulers, 
againſt the moſt daring Tranſgreſiors. These- 
fore it was excellent Counſel of Fethro to Moſes, 
Exod. 18. 21. When he laid it down to him as 
the principal Character of Able Rulers, that rbey 
ould be ſuch as fear God. 

' TI do net ſay, That none dg or may, legally, 
dr juſtly rule over others, who are not ſo qualt- 
fied, or have not this fear : it 1s an undeniable 
Truth, that, Temporal Dominion is not founded on 
race, Such men may by an indiſputable Right, 
Iway the Scepters of Farthly Kingdoms, who do 
not belong themſelves ro the Spiritual Kingdom 
Di Chriſt ; I am not ſpeaking of mens Right to 
overn others; but of their being gqzalifyed tor 1t. 
A man may hare a juſt right in a thing, and a 
legal Polleflion of it, and yet not be fir to make 
bſe of it. So here, whatſoever legal Right men 
have to rule over others, or whatever Authority 
Df this kind they are veited with ; yet Piety is 
bne thing requiſite, to the orderly and right im- 
provement of it ; becauſe it is to be exerciſed 
the Fear of God. 2 Sam. 22.3. And to be di- 
rected co Gods Glory as the Ultimate end of it. 
Vhether Sound Chriſtians, or Good Politicians are 
Itteſt co bear Rule in Chriſtian Common-weals, 
$ another Queſtion, and forreign from my pre- 
ent Buſineſs ; who am conſidering, not which 
the moſt Excellent of thoſe Properties that are 
equired, and have been mentioned as neceſſary, 
d render mcn Able Rulers : but whether theſe 
® that 
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that have been mentioned are not neecful; -and } 
this eſpecially among the ret. And ſurely, tho” Fi} 
there are a great many Good men, who would 
make but poor Rulers; yet it can't be rationally 
thought, that ſuch as han't the Fear of God |; 
ruling in their own hearts, are qualified as they Þ! 
ought to be for the weigſity Charge of Govern- I} 
menE& To conclude : Whatever may be necef- j;1 
fary, to be patiently ſubmitted to, by a People j} 
tearing the Lord, whoſe Rulers have their Righe Þi} 
co Govern them by Succefiion, or any other | 
way, without their Conſent or Choice ; yet, cer- 
cainly, it is much to be deſired and endeavoured, | 
by ſuch as have the Liberty and Favour of ap- {jj 
pointing their own Rulers ; That thoſe who will | 
wt have God to rule in their own hearts, ſhould have 
#s little as may be to do, in the ruling of his People. | 
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Let us nextly .in a Word or two, conſider the | 
Second Branch of the Deſcription : their Fidelity. |, | 
2. They muſt be faithful m their Places. This |: 

is alſo requiſite, to rerfier Rulers fuch Bleflings || 
to their People. If men hold Offices of never þ j 
ſo great Advantage to Serve the Publick, and are || 
never ſo well accompliſhed tor them ; yet, iff} 
they are not induſtrious to improve thoſe ac-| | 
compliſhments, and careful to make ufe of thoſe}}? 
advantages ; they not only do no Good} 
themſelves, but ( which is a double wrong ) they{j{. 
take up the Room fronf, and ſo prevent others a 
who have as good Qualifications, and won 7 
| makeyz 


Fn | 
Make a good uſe of them. But ( on the other 
hand ) The Fideli:y of Rulers crowns their Abi- 
lity, and makes ic to be Þoth ſeen and honoured 
of all. | 
Let me here inſtance in a few things, wherein 
this Fidclicy of Ralers ſhould, and will be Gdiſfco- 
vered. It will be feert 1n : 
x. A ſedulous appiying themſelves to the Wo of 
their Office, The Apoſtle faith, Rom. 12.8. He 
that ruleth, let Fim rule with Diligence. And it 1s 
as needtul in Civil, as in any kind of Govern- 
ment. Whatever 1t 1s, that God calls us to Serve 
him 1n, we are to wait upon that thins. And a 
Heathen could fav a. partam quam nattus es, hanc 
orna. Civil Rulers are ( by the Ordinance both 
| ot God and man ) not only ſet apart from, but 
fet above others, for a Special and Honourable 
Service; which cannot therefore with a good 
Conſcience be negl-&t2d;. King Feboſaphbat gave 
this Inſtru&ion in ſpecial, with the Commiſion 
he had granted to thoſe Judges that were to ſet 
at Jeruſalem, 2 Chron. 19. 9 Thus ye ſhall do : q. d. 


on, and Jet ic be done without fail. And for 
ithis reaſon, God hath provided, that fuch as thus 
Serve tne Publick, ſhonld have not only the 
Honour cf Reverence, but alſo of Tribute 
Rom. 13. 6. For this cauſe pay you Tribute alſo ; for 
bey are Gods Miniſters, attending continually on this 
very Thing, "That, as the*former relates to the 
Dignity 3 iſo the latter thould honourably ſup- 
p- DOoIrt 


mins the thing that'you have now in Commilſli- 
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port them, and ſupply the neceſſicies ariſing from 
that attendance. Thus, the ſame right that Ru- 
[ers have co theſz civil Dues, Tribute, orSalary, ( call 
gic by which name you plzaſfe ) than which right, 
[nothing can be mote indiſputable, as being the 
expreſs command of God, Roz. 13. 7; The ſame 
reaſon have they to attend to that Service which 
acquires It. 
2. A diligent Enquiry into a'l Cauſes. depending ' 
before them. The Judges ſaith Aoſes, Deut. 19, F 
18. ſhall make diligent Inquijition ; and Fob faith, | 
chap. 29. 16. The Care that 1 kn:w mot, 1 ſearched, || 
ot ; yea, 1t is the Honour of a King to ſearch out & | 
þ matter, Prev, 25. 2. And before this is well done, 
before conſideration had, and Examination made, 
of all Witneſſes and Circumſtances, Proofs and 
Pleas ( with whatever elſe may be worthy of it, 
or ſerve to give Light in the Caſe ) It is not fate 
but ſhameful co determine any thing Prov. 18. 
13. He that anſwerath a matter before be heareth it, 
:t is folly and ſhame unto bin. The Truth many 
umes lies deep, and can't be diſcovered without | 
this courſe be taken, and- diligently followed. |, | 
This therefore is none of the leaſt difficult parts || 
of a Rulers Task ; it requires a great deal, both 
of pains and patience, and muſt be undergone. 
There 1s the Ons, as well as the Hongs, the Bur- 
then as well as the Honour of Government ; & 
they that will not bear the one, are not werthy 
to wear the other. When ſuch men as have the || 
Rule of others,are either ſlowthful in che Dun F 
which &-/; 
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| ed, they will be both deſpiſed. 4 
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it, and ( Gallio like) value not whether Matters 


ſelves, and get rid of the trouble of being con- 


cerned with them, they are not only injurious to f 


particulars, but the very diſgrace of their Places, 
ſo long as they hold them. 

3. +1n upright and impartial Tudging in every 
Cauſe occurring : not warp'd in the leaſt, from 
the ſtreight Rule of Juſt and Right, either by 


Flattery or Bribery, Favour or Aﬀection. They | 


mult not reſpect perſons in Judgment. Deut 1.17. 
Prov. 24. 23. No not the pooreſt man in his 


Cauſe, if he hath not Right on his ſide. Exod,23. : 


3- Juſtice is to be Gives, not Sold, and that wich 
an equal ſteady hand ; to that, neicher a foolith 
Compaſlion on the miſerable when they are cul- 


pable, nor affe&ion to Friends, nor the Infinuati- | 
ons of the Crafty, nor the Daubings of Flatte- 
rers, the Gifts of the Wealthy, the Favour of | 


Great Ones, nor yet the Frowns or Threats of 


- the Mighty, ſhould make it incline in the leaſt to | 
| Either ſide. Whatever Difference in reſpe& . of 
Dignity there may be between the Parties con- 


cerned in the Juſtice to be Adminiſtred, yet Juſt- 
Ice remains one and the ſame ; and the Law by 
which it is to be Adminiſtred, ought to be duly 


> Tegarded, and kept unto; and not bow'd and 


bent on every turn, as may ſerve Qccaſion : This 
will maintain the Honour of the Laws,& of him 
who Executes them ; whereas if this be negleR- 


» 


which belongs to them as ſuch, or careleſs about} 


go right or wrong, ſo they can but Serve them-þ 
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4. A conſcientious gory themſelves, accords 
fo theſe Laws by whith they Rule. For although 


[chey owe this Obedience, conſidered in a more 
private capacity, yet their ytelding of it, not a 


little conduceth to their faithful management of 


| their publick Office ; fince they can't be more 


falſe to that Truſt, than when they ate them- 
ſelves Actors of that Evil, which they are intruſt- 
ed to puniſh in others. They are Cuſtodes tam Pi- 
etatis, quam Fuſticic inter Homines, Keepers, 
Preſervers, Promoters of Piety and Righteouſneſs 
among men: This is it which they have it 
Charge from God and men ; this is the great 
Matter committed to them. And for men to 


FT violate that thing ( whatlyever it be) wich is 


commitred to their Care, is among the highwit 


Notes of Infidelity. Good and Faichful Rulcrs, 
will be far trom thinking, that their Aukviiy 


{ ( which is to ſuppreſs Evil in cihers) fſerveth as 


a Diſpenſation to themiclves, to be, and do as 


| they pleaſe. "They will not eſteem th, miclves at 


flch a liberty ; or thirk tha- chey are as much 


above the Lew they are to Rule by, 2s they are 
above thoſe they aic to Rule over. Put, they 
know. that ( conſivering the Places they fand 
In ) it doth as mich concern them, to approve 
themſelves worthy Patterns of al: Holi . f> Rizh- 
recouſneſs and Ob<Uicnce, as to puniſh.tre Cctault 
of theſe in others. They know that their bad 
Examples, will be more followed (and by more) 


then their Authority will be teared. Prov. 29 A . q; 
1 | 
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And that therefore, they can never be honeſt ; 
their Places, unleſs they labour to be Inltances £ 
of that Reverence themſelves, which they expect] 
all others ſhould thew to the Laws under thei 
Adminiftration. And ( to add no more ) wheng - 
they chat ihould be a Terror to Evil Doers, ſec 
themſelves np for an Example to them; and doſſ 1 
the vety things, tat they ſhould bear wit. 
nefs againſt in others, we may be ſure, The 
Wicked wil! walk on every ſide Pſal. 12. 8. withour 
Fear eichor of God or man. But when thoſe 
that are in! Anthoiity, do by their own Obedi: \ 

l 

: 


ence, practically honour the Laws they admini- 
fter, this is not only an Encouragement to thoſe] 
that do weli, but a Tcrrour to all that do 
- \ 

otherwiſe ; and utterly takes away the Hope: of 
Impunity irom the moſt prejumptuous. For this 
Inſtance of a Rulers Fiuelity ts the beſt Aſſu-| | 
Tance that he hath taken up Davids Refolution:| 
P{al. 75. 10. To cut off all the Eorns of the Wicked ;| 
and :hat be 3/1 not bear the Sword of Fuſtice in| 
Vain, | 

Lhus you lee, who are the Srrong Rods; ant] 
what it is mates them fo : Wiſe and Juſt, "Cou- 
ragtious and Pious Rulers :+ Devoting cthemſelves| 
to che wotk of their Othce, diligently enguiring | 
Inco, and impartially indoing 1 in Caules depend- 
12g, and of Exemplary Converiatton, | 

It remains that we thew them to be rich Bleſ- | | 
ſings. 
And that we may make a 1ight Eſtimate - 


- Q'no 


w 30 1 


n=py 


Uu 


EL ] 
the worth of ſuch men, and come to know 
what Bleflings they are to the Peblick ; we may 
#:/# conſider, wherein the Publick Weal confilts ; 
and then what Influence they have upon it: And 
from their Serviceableneſs to that grear End of 
Government, we may fairly compute what 
value we ought to put upon. them. Wherein 
this Weal doth lic, the Apoſtle tells us, 1 'Iim. 
2. 2. VIS, in a quiet and peaceable life 1s all Gudli- 
neſs and Heneſty. In which words, he points out 
ro us the two great things, that are the grand 
Intciefts of a People; Relizzon and Property. 
When a pcople have the liberty of protetfing 
the True and Orchodox Faith of the Goſpe], 
and of Worfſhipping and Serving the Lord 1a the 
ways of his own Appointmeri, accoruing to the 
preicription of his bl-fled Woid; & when a 


people may enjoy their proper Rigies and Privi- 


Icdzes, according to Gods Laws and their own ; 


when they kave that liberty fecured to them, a- 


galtiit the Invaſions of Error, Protaneneſs and 
Superſtition ; ard thefe kights and Priviledges 
maintained buth againſt the Annoy ances ot a 
Foreign Pow er, ard agatift the Attempts of Do- 
mcſtics Oppretiion, Fraud and Violence, ſo that 


as the Piaimiſt Speaks, Pial 144. 14. There is no * 
breaking mn, ner going out, Ny Comp! dmmg in they > 


[| 
# 


Streets, Inen they cnjoy this Quictnets and 


Peace, in all Goclinefſs awd Honeſty ; 4nd that +: 


People is happy, ihat is in (uch a ca{e. 
Now thergtore, it it can be cvinced, that A- 
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ble and Faichfu) Rulers, are the great means un- 
der God, tor the attaining theſe great ends of 
Government, and for the procuring and eſta- 
bliſhing this Happineſs : the matter will be our 
of all doubt ; and that People muſt be confeſſed 
happy, that have ſuch to rule them. And here. 

Whoſoever ſhall well weigh the Condition of 
a People under other Circumſtances 5; whether 
we conſider them as wholly deſticute of Rulers; 


or their Rulers delticute of ſuch Qualifications ; | 


* CY - » ® 7 
ſhall never wanc Conviction in this Particular. 


x. For, As to the firſ# of theſe Caſes, viz. When 
is the condition of a People to be deſtitute of Rulers ; 
their caſe 15 wotul. The Conſequents of Anar- 
chy are fo manifeſtly fatal ro the whole and 
to particulars, that the very Authors of it, have 
bluſh'd to þe it's Advocates. Nature it felf al- 


-Jows us not to imagin?, that the Civil Felicity 
; of a People can fſubliſt without Government. 
= Whatever Diſfatisfaction men have conceived, 


againit the Powers that are, they are rather a- 


| gainſt :he Perſon, than the Autboruty; Yea, they, 


that being weary of any preſent Powers, are 


| given to Change, do ever pretend to hope for 
$| better ; which ſhews, that the Neceflicy of Go- 
& Vernment to the common Good of a People, is 


iuch a concluſion of theLight ot Nature,as cannot 
bs concealed, no not in the moſt Dilafteced. 


| And ( which brings to the other caſe ) the ſame 


Light that commends ſome Goyernment as ne- 
ceilary, @ndemns a bad one, 
2. Ne 


6], 

2, Nor ( Secondly) doth it mend the matter much, 
if a People have ſuch to rule them, as are not ſunably 
qualified : Who, have cither no Wiſdom to dit- 
ceri Time & Judgment ; or if they have Wit- 
dom, that Wiſcom is not regulated by Juſtice z 
or that Juſtice not ſtrengthened by Courage 3 or | 
this Courage not influenced by Pizty ; buc they 
are though ambitious of the Honour, yer careleſs 
of the cha. ge of Government 5 impattent in Ex- 
amination ; raſh in Judging; partial in their Sen- 
tence ; culpable in their Neportrment 3 Examples 
of that Impiety which they ſhould ſuppreſs in | 
others. And what can be expected irom ſuch, 
but the Ruin of a People ?£ They don't know, 
or if they do, they will not regard the Intereſt 
of the Publick; and be ſure, 21 never Expo(e | 
themſelves in the Defence of t. They have more 
advantage than others to wrong the Publick, and 

as litcle conſcience as any, to reſtrain ihems |; 
Theſe are they that will juſtify the wicked for a Re- | 
ward, and take away the Kightectſne's of the Rig hte= || 
ous from him. Ia. 5. 23. inftead of iighirgs thoſs |: 
that are injurce, tiiry will add to the wiong. ;! 
Religion ſuffers deculy- by them, and clpecially |; 
by theic Immoralicies ; & the craity Oppreſlor 1 
takes heart in his wickednets ; preſuming either || 
to eſcape their obſcrvance, or to have their Con-;| 


nivance. Whoever feek the Hurs of their Peo-' 
ple, theſe will do little ( co purpoſe) to oreventl 
them ; b.it it R | ..1r GPPOrtUnity p:cient, they will 
become Pattics in the Deſign ; and pleaſe cnem-þ 
| S iclresf} 
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Felves, if they may have but the Inck to build 
their own private Fortunes on the Publick Ru- 
ins : Or (laſt) it they do not thus of ſet 
purpoſe, they'l do the ſame out of ignorance, 
fluggiſhneſs or cowardize, that others do out of 
deſign ; and that's every whit as miſchievous. to 
jthe Publick. Solomorz paints thefe men to the 
life. Prov. 28.15. As a Rearing 1 ion, and a Rar- 
ging Bear , {0 1s a IVicked Ruler over the poor People. 
[This 1s the character of Folly fet m great Dignity. 
Ecclel. 10. 6. And thee are tlom2 of the many 
miteries thac flow from ſuch a Concunt. 

{ ſhall not need co enlarge muci1 in ſo plain a 
caſe. Give me leave to add two or three Con- 
fiderations further, concerning thoſe Rulers in 
Ipecial that have been characterized in this Dit- 
courſe ; and I come ts the Application. 

x. Confider, Such Rulcrs will ſfirudy and promote 
hoſe things that make for the Weal of their People ;; 
and in this regard are rich Blettings to them. 
It was for their ſake as well as his own, that 
Solomuy in 2 Chron. 1. xo. begg'd Wildom of 
God ; Prudenti es Reritiwngm, that Ne might know 
to go out, and come in beijore 21s People. LThey 


x 


their Promotion, with a!l the advantages that at- 
tend it; and that. unicls they do accordingly 1m- 
prove it, tey ſh}; tover be apie to yicld an ac- 
ount of ite P,ic2 chat is in chew” Hands they 
ſteer the Seiws Popirli, the Pubiick Good, to be 
vne of the Chick Szooruinare Ends of Govein- 
| s ment 5 


* 17 ii IO 


now that icr tis end, God bath given them 
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ment z and that BY 27 "OR doth not faithſwily | 


#74lE. 
them above their Fellow Creatures, and madse { 
them Gods among ( & ina fence over ) men 
yet they will remember " they are Miniters | 
for their Good ; Rom. 17 And accordingly do 
whatſozver lies in their Fong that it may be 
advanc.d :nder their management ; that it God 
blefs them therein, they rnay live the Deſire of 
their Pcople ; their Deaths, whether Civil or 


Natural, be lamented ; - or their Memories Blet- 


ſc, 


4; Conſider, As they hawe the great teF Advan: 


7age 70 keep out, and ro keep eff Evil from their Peo- 


Pie ; fo they will diligentiy and wigeratfly ir prove tt. 
They may do much ( none more 9 co thur the 
Door againſt approaching Evil. And they will 
do as much as they can ; efpeci ty the greate 

Evil of Sin, which open: che Door to all the 
reſt they will conſ{cientioufly oppoſe, nor oniy 
by ſtrict Taws, and ſevere Punithments ; but al- 
fo, by labou: ing to ve ſuch a Pattern of Piety 
th2mſelves, as ſhall be a powertul Incentive to 
the wel-mind:d, and as gicat a dread to thoſe 
that acre otherwile. And cheugh when tuch Ru- 
I:rs have done their beit, there mi Y be very 
heinous Tranſgreitions among their Pe yet 
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they will erdcavour that thois Trants:cllions | 


ſhall remain p<:r{onal ; and not amount to pubs« 
lick Crimes, by being allowed oi, or winked at. 


þ 
endeavems the ſame, can never attain the U!:z+-4 


And though the Lord hath advanced } 
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And when at any time the Wall of Gods Pr: 
tection about a People is broken down, theſe 
are .the Men ro Stand in the Gap, to repair the 
Breach ; and they may, by their Zeal for Gods 
Glory, ſcafonably ſhewn, in a fui:able Witneſs- 
bearing againſt the erying Sins that kindled the 
| Lord's Anger, turn away his Wrath from ſuch a 
| People. >o did Phinehas. Numb. 25.7, 8. 
| 3. Conſider. The ſucceſs of the moſt Excellent 
Forms of Goverment, and moſt ſuitable Laws, doth 
under God , mainly depend upon the Avility and Fide- 
lity of thoſe that are in the Governivent. Which tur- 
ther ihews ſuch as theſe to be excceding great 
Bleflings. Though there are diverſe Forms of 
Government lawful, and many Laws juſt in 
themſelves ; yet all are not equally exp2dient for 
every People. As it is a great part ot Prudence 
in Rulers, to know and conſider wha: is molt 
ficting tor, and what manner of Goverment and 
Laws i: moft accomodable to the State and 
Condiiion of thole that are under them ; fo 
alſo it cont ihutes not a licle to the Happineſs 
of a Pcopl: when they are under fuch a Method 
of Government, and under ſuch Laws, as fuic 
them in rega:d of their proper Circumſtances 
and Deſign. Bur yer, let all this be ſuppoſed of 
a People, it is ail nothing, it fuch Rulers as theſe 
Lam ſpeaking of be wanting. 1t they that have 
the Sword ot Juſtice in theic Hands, want either 
Skill or Courage or Conſcience to manage It a 
Fight x the Government will ſoon become _ 
CcLUa 
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feual, and the Law be but a dead Letter ; which 
hath its Lite and Power, trom an honeſt and vi 
gorous Execution of i:. And whatever a Peo. 
pl-s Priviledges are, though, they have the beſt 
contrived Mod:] of Government in the Woild, 
and Laws as ſuitable as can be made for them 
yet if they that have the Rule of them, are not 
men of ſuch Principles as thoſe that have been. 
mentioned, they will be miſerable notwichſtand- 
ing. Lamentable Inſtances ot which do abound 
in the Chronicles of the Monarchies of 1/-ae! and 
Fudah; which though they had a Body of Judi- 
cial Laws, compiled for, them by God himſelf ; 
yer, never any Common Weal, julier of Fraud, 
_ Oppreilion, Injuries, Violence, and Wickednels. 
of all forts,(as the frequent complaints of the Pro- 
phets do tefithe) than theſe were, when unable, 
or unfaithtul Rulers had the Adminiſtration of 
thoſe Laws among them. bk 
4 Conlider. The Lord by whom Princes rule and 
Nobles even all the Tudges of the Earth, Prov.8 16. 
Doth warrant able and faitbful Rulers to us, for 
Publick and great Bleſſings ; ans condemn others as 
the Cauſes of a Pecpies rume. What an honourable | 
Character doth che Spirit of God give us, of 
Moſes, Foſhus and Samnel amang the Judges 2 Of 
David, Solomcn, Fehoſapbar ( and forne others ) 
among the Kings? And what an evetlatting 
Brand of Intamy, the Scripture hath fee upon 
thoſe Kings of 7Fudab and T/rae!, that were not 
fo qualificd, as you have head, is obvious to ex 
| | C 3 very; 
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very one that reads the Chronicles of thoſe times 
| with Obſervation. 

To this theretore T ſhall add only theſe two 
or three Particulars, wherein you may fee the 
Lord commending able and faithful Rulers to us 
as rich Bl:fHings, and condemming others as 
TUnous. 1. | 

I. it is recomended in Dent. T.13. and Exod, 
IS, 21. fo all that have the Iierty and power 
of Electing Civil! Rulors, that in their deſignation 
ot Perſons to Pjaces ot Authority, they ſhould 
have ipccial regard to their being fo qualified. 
And that which then contributed to the happl- 
nels or a People, cannot now bÞ thought to crols 
If, 

2. Tye Lord gives ſuch Rulers in Mercy to a Peo- 
ple, In 2 Ciron 9.8. It is ſaid concerning Solo- 
zo 5 Becauſe thy God T.owed I;rael. to eftabliſl them 
for ever, therefore wade be thee King over them, 
70 &o Fudgiment and TFuſtice, It was a blcfſed Pro- 
mite, thac God {ypported his people with, when 
they were languiſhing under the mil>ries of a 
Government, not regarding the Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice ; That he world re/Fore them Fuiges as at 
#be firſt, and Counſellers as at the Beginning 3 Iſa. I. 
26. z.e. Juch as Moſes and Toſhua ; Dawid and 
Solomon. And when ſuch as theſe are removed 
trom a People, their caſe is awful, and God 
hreatens ir as a ſore Judgment. 1/a. 3. 1, 2. 

3. God ſrnds other Rulers in wrath to a People, 1 
pave thee @ King in mine anger faich the Lord con- 
OW cerning 
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cerning Saul 5 Hof. 13. 11. And again 1/2. 3. 4. 
God threatens that People with this Curſe, I will 
give Children to ve their Princes, and Babes ſhall 
ru'e over them, D:cailful are the conſequents of 
this menticon2d in tne next verſe, The people ſhall 
be oopref. every exe by another, ana every one by bis 
mein bb.ur : The Chid ſhall behave himſeif preadly 
ron the cincient, and tre baſe agninſ{ tle boncura- 
be. Ina word, Viol?nce and Inlvlence will 
bear down ail before them. 

A. Li's and Parthfrul Riters buwve the Promiſe of 
Gou's Freſence and Bleljing : Prov. 29. 14. The 
Kino that faith; ully qurigert) tne Pocr, his Throwe ſhall 
be eftablifhed fer ever. 2 Chron 19 nlt. Deal 
Conrnyinly, and the Lord ſlrall be with the good. 
And God in fling them, blefleth the whole 
People. When their methods are Prudent, their 
aimes Right, ther endeavours Vigorous, their 
hearts Valiant, their hands Strong, and God 1s 
pleaſed to be Crewi:ing them with Succeſs ; 
the Publick will reap the benetit. Ie is faid, 
Judges 2. 7. The People ſerved the Lord all the days 
of Foſhua. Foſhaz Yaithfully ercleavoured it, and 
God ſmiled upcn þ15 cadeavours; God was with 
him, and the People flourijned in Picty and Prof- 
perity : but jt was not long atccr Jeſbna's Head 
was laid in the Grave, betois they knew the 
difference. | . -— 
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The APPLICATION of the Doctrine may 
\ be, USE 1. By way of INSTRUCTION. 


Learn hence. 


I. That it is a figral token of the Divine Favour 
fo a People, whin they have ſuch men to rule over 
them. "Their Promotion cometh not from the 
Faſt or from the Weſt &'c. Pſal. 555. 6,7. Tis 
God tizat ſets them up; and His Love is to be ſeen 
in 1:, and ought to be acknowledged. 

2. What matter of bumbling it is to a People, 
avhen ſuch are either denicd unto them, or removed 
from then;,, When the Eiders were ceaſed from 
the Gate, Lam. F. 14, The Prophet ſaith upon 
It: v. 16. The C:'0wn is fallen from our Hear's : when 
go0d men are taken away, it 1s a ſad Onien 
Þuc when ſuch good men, thus removed, were 
good Rulers too, it's much more ominous. 
Sch lifes are hardly repaired ; therefore they 
are a Lamcentation, and fſhall be for a Lamen- 
cation. 

2. How much it cencerns Rulcrs to be, and ap- 
trove themſelves ſuch men 5 Strong Rods 53 as they 
old nt be charged with the Ruining of their Peo- 

ſe. And, that being themlelves rich Bleflings, 
they themlelves might be btciſed both ot God 
and men. 

4. That, Thoſe that are Profeſſed Enemies to ſuch 
8 Government as hath Siruwz Rods to rule, pf , 

UC 


48 | 
auch Rulers as theſe, are upm nm Terms to be | 
horn withal, But I may not enlarge 0! theſs 
Particulars ; the chief that | aim at in the Pres 
tent Improvement of chis Tiuch, ſhall be un wo 
words tarther, 


| Of Dire&1on, and: of Exynortation, 


= +3 i Of Diredtion, 


This Doarine afforils Excellent Counſel ta 
all ſuch as have the Power or Chooſing, and Li- 
berty ( by divine Providence, and the Royal 
favour ) of El:&ting Perſons into any Othce of 
Civil Rule and Governm?n: am-ng chi- People, 
And it ought to be taken noitce of hy iou, as a 
neceſlary Direction in the work that is now be- 
fore you.It highly concerns you to be very careful 
of net abuſing fo great a "ruſt. Ir i a piece 
of Service that requires your urmoit Caic and 
Conſcienca. You are this Gay to tranſact a 
matter of great Impnreance to the We-al of 
this People : and the Eyes of God and mn 1s 
upon you : Of God, to obſcive yur $1 its, 
Deſigns, and Ends in this Days wou:k, to bleſs} 
you accordingly : and the Eyes of 47n are 
upon you ; ſome to rejoyce in all the happ 
eifz&s thar may follow your prudent choice 
others to take advantage ot all the tollics that 
you may this day be guilty of I may well 
conclude my feli very much a Stranger to the 
| Pe 7 
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particular Methods and Cuſtoms uſual in the 
manner of our pu But, [ luppole ( whats 
ever lip: have been already caken in other places 
of this Gurerrimins ) there are many in this AC 
 fembly * 'g are 11 to give in their Suff-age. 
To whom: ie eicre I would more pa ticularly 
recom 443.1 tht Rule, that the Dodtrine layes 
Þ bet. ts ) and in them to all others, that may 
ERect at: be concarned in the ſims, or like 
3.) as that winch yoa ought > attend to, 
it you vrodd «nat riots day, d5 that which 
Wilt v2 for a Tamen.arion to this Peovle, and 
remain to, #2 your Care then be, to Files ſacs 
| as may ie /ible for their Places, and Farthjai in 
them. Dons think your Voices are fo your own, 
| that you may buitow them upon wizom you 
will, mceily becauſe you will. Let nor that Li- 
| berty You have, bz abuſed to an undoing Licen- 
| ticulnels. Beware of tive COFFupc and liniſter 
Ends, which arc too too apt to blind your 
Judgments, and blails your Ait:&ions, hon the 
| Rule thus fer beiore you. I fhatl bur hint at 
[fom:: of pn 

| There are foin2 ( of pla Gb: pretences indeed 
| but ungoverned Spirits ) wito in Attairs of this 
Nature \ confule only tir.1r own Humours 5; and 
chooſe for ſach as toy! hope will moſt indulge 
them. Thett had raher they ſhould be in Au- 
thoricy, then i1C1 55 Wk \ Wide 1m and Spirit to 
contro! ul them; & 17 they nave any kcret Grudge 
againit a man oi Wor, beture xz ſhall wergh 
heavier 


yoeED 


— ac od ©, Fae 


4 


heavicr with them than all his Accomy Jiſhments, 

Some aig wioty 5 vyayed by the Favour they 
i ave receives from, ani the Friendthip and Ac- 
quaintance they have with tcl: and thoſe men : 
they think ic but a poi of Cirility, to Vere for 
ſuch 1s tive been civil, kind, an d of ligins to 
them: Bic we ought w contider that our wood 
Frien:'z may be por Patrons of the Common: 
Veal; thev mat bs as bad Countciters for ' the 
State, as Jos were Comforters to him 5 Good 
mcn fhoula have other ways to exprci: rheir 
Giaitizie to thier Finds, than by the publick 
Injury 3 ; and (of it mnſo reeds be ſo ) we bad bet- 
tor aifouſ? $0092, thin do thit which is were. 

Sore Gt fo mucin conſicer to man, as the 
Party he b.longs to; it ie Ie but of ke a fort 
or ſet or nicn, wat 15 the P; incip val Reca INES 
dation they lock at 3 is alone is enovgi with 
them, to cover a mittiiuge of iniries, and as 
many Sins ; whereas oy 2rcateir Worth, it ic be 
on the other five, 15 wacky {light 0. 

Somne look at noting fo mucit 15 Fiction, and 
would win thcir good wilt, hove none oO fway 
the SCeptcr ol Government, Fa: ket as will, be 
{ticklers tor, and firenuots prone s of, the Se- 
parate Increague:, and piiin's i Highs, which un- 
Ger the Count. Nee wh ub 1:y, they hope to 
M1ve on fUCCeKiau , agaitiit all har i il oppols 
them. ; 

Bur ftirely theie, ( ( and all ſuch as theie ) are 


pernicious Ends and Detigns, co be abkoired by 
all 


_ ; ” : 


ali thoſe that are Well willers to the Common- 
Weal ; and to be avoiied by all tiat have any 
Intereſt in the El:&ing of Perſons to any Places 
of Civil Power. Don't think theretore, that 
you have nothing to do 1n thi: El.ion, but to 
plcaſe your felves, or gratifti2 your. Friends, or 
maintain a Party, ad uphold a Faction ; But 

Remember, That God haih mtruſted you with an 
Advantage of being Inſtrumental to procure Rich 
Blefſmgs to this Peopie. The Rulers that are this 
Day to bs fer over you, will be fo far ſuch, as 
they ſhall anſwer the Character that hath been 
given: And you are bound in, Conſcience both 
to God and his Pcoplz, ( dereſting the baſe Ends. 
mentioned) to pi:ch wpon thoſe, concerning 
whom, you may reaſonably hope that they will 
piove accordingly. : 

Give me l-ave therefore a little more diſtintly 
( and as briefly as I may) to open the Particu- 
| Jars of that General Rule, in a few plain Dt- 
- rections. 

1. Direftion. Look at Wiſdom as a principal 
thing, and ſeck for mien of Underſtansing, Solomon 
tells us, That by ſuch as theſe a State is prolonged. 
Prov. 28. 2. Religion commends it to us as a du- 
ty, and the Light of Reaſon as the moſt Excel- 
lent Policy. Nebuchadnezuar, though a Heathen, 
ſpake wiſely, when he gave thoſe Inftructions 
unto Aſhpenat, concerning the Choice he was to 
make among the Children of the Captivi- 
ty, for ſoms io be improved in Afﬀeairs of Stace. 
Dan, 


+ .- 
Dan, I, 4, F. that they ſh-»+uld be ſuch, as were 
Skilful in all wiſdom, canning in knowledge, and un- 
derftanding Science ; who weie firſt to be inſtruct- 
ed in the Attaiis that were to be commitied to 
them, wv. 4 fince they were to be taught the 
learning ot the Cha{deans, and afrerwards, in the 
end of three years, to ſtand before the King, 
V.F. 4 e. to be introduced to Servics. LIhole 
that are well knowing, and verſed in ths con- 
cerns that belong to any place of Publick Truſt, 
are moſt likely to do good in it. Others ( per- 
haps ) may, but when they do, it is but by acct- 
dent; And it is a meer chance if an unsR3.jul Pulos 
eſcape @ Shipwrack, It is knowledge that lights | 
the way, and Uiicovers the path ot Juſtice; and : 
*tis knowledge that begerts a confidence in the *? 
Adminiſtration ot ic. lt men know the way | 
they are in co be 13ght, ic makcs them go on bold- 
ly in it ; but if they aie once at a lols, it foort | 
dHheartens them. la a word, There's the Pow- 
er Legiſlative and Executive, and neuther can ſtand } 
without there be wiſdom to fupport it. The 
making of god and whol-fome Laws, the yigo- 
rous and fuccet>t..] Exccu ing ot them, when 
they are made ; the maintaining of che Honour | 
and Digniry ot Governmen:, which are all of 
great Importance to aCcmmon:- Weal,& principal 
parts ol the care of Rulcrs ; ( and they are things 
that belong Oo the Wiie ; Prov.24.23. ) They are 
to be expected tron none other ; and therefore 
thele only are to bg entrulted with the manage 


Ment of them, 
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2. Pirofinn Accor that 17 men ( only ) will 
| 


J 
become the Sears of jrſtie; and that none but 
luch arc wort lhhs he have any tang to ad» In the 
Adaimliriy oc i. When the Miniſters of 
Juſtice tuo wifiom cul Eiviledge wo inform 
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Jana wreft judgimc.r  :{ oie aro Hey that will 


rEfpect nor che Uerje, bor ns Corrie, and do chat 
which is rigltt ww 4m lin > the grcat s 
w/e crmed ihe nos. s as ff over that 
_obk: ?Det, 1. 17 Bu 1:1: tt ars of unrigh- 
teous Uifhonolt Piinoilc, woitn ily may pol: 
ſibly fomertimes du char with '5 uit; yet It 1s 
not fo,as it 5 done by itn ; nor 1s It reaſonably 
to be expected from ci: ren the Admin- 
ſtration of Juſtice tall 3-o cizvir fLands, they can- 
not have ally greater cars abour ic than to make 
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ain of it. He that will fave it ſhall purchaſe 
- and 1i it will not go off fo, Injuſtice ſhall 
put inſtead of it ; tim the matter is one 


id the fame, fo :t:cy can wit ger by the Barg din, 


Z. Direction. Thinl Yin? fir 9 7eaA7 the Sword 


Tuſt ice, bat ſucb as hace Courage and Reſolution, 


d Zeal to manage #t. Such as dar2 ſay wir 

avid : Pial. 75- 10. All rhe Herns of the Wicked 
il T cut off, and dare, whenever theite is needs 
: as good as their word. Such as ar2 concern- 
| for che Honour of that Authority they ate 
:fted with ; and fear not to viidertake whoſcever 
all adventure to trample upon it, {hey al-hor 
ch a tameneſs of Spi:ic, as can endure whe faws 
1 Infolencies of ſuch as ſhould Honour them in 
eir Places: And whatever Reiemilance it may 
-etend to Patience, they know it too well to be 
ceived by it, and juſtly reckon it to be an in- 
cufable ſhametul Timorouſnels, Thoſe are 
ey that know they flun!d or, and wil make all 
10w they will mot bear the Swerd if jriſfice 1 
ain, All others are more tor jiew than any 
»0d Service. Be adviſed theretore in your 


'hoice to avoid them : Po you fee airy, that 
) 31 


ill be daunted with great worts, or iecr the ta- 
Ss of men; thac will tremble ac the 1rwns of 
me that can do them a Ui:kindnel!;, or art the 
Dreats of one that can do them a tavour, Or 
at dare not ( with Pamebas ) fhew thicniclves in 
e Front, to make head againſt previilng une 
;xious Wickedngls : Never expect muci: of iuch 
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men : 4 S>0rd 2i/ll never do any Feats, fo log 
4s it is in a Cowards hand : And for Them that 
hope tor Det-nc. and Protection by ir, to put it 
into ſuch hand as theſe, is ( to ſay no worſe of 


- It ) the greateft tncvifcretion. 


2” Director. Le: the Fear of the Lord be deem: 
el a principal Qulification of thoſe that are to 6e 
entruſted with tle Government, Ahle men are men 
Faig God. Ed. 18. zr. Thoſe that are 
Ruled themfol7os by :he tear of God, will Rule 
Gthers in his icar; and that 1s the only Govern: 
ment witch hi the promiſe of a Bicfling, 
You have been often affared { and eſpecially 
by choſe Servants of tte Lord, chat have dcliver- 
ed b1z meiſige to you vpon tiz like Occation 
with this ot the preſent day ) that the main- 
tatizing Of the 1;uvhs of Gods Word, in Honour 
and Pu? Y 3 Ne P:omaoting of Piety ; the Pun- 
ihing & Supprothgo of all "W ickedneſs ; are the 
grand Inrere: { Of a People protefling the Name 
#t the Loid; ad of vour {clves in Particular, 
who have bear: to { fignally owned of God in the 
Work of the Goſpel. Ler me yet once more re- 
new this Mcflize to you in the words ot the 
Prophet, 2 Chron. iF.2. Tye l.ord is with you 
while you be with him - ani if ze ſeek him he will 
be fund of jou, but t if ye forake him, he will for- 
ſake you ; Þo ail wt thet it this work dies, 
we ſhall dye with ir : and that there is great 
danger ol 1:5 dying, it thc f: that Rule us under 
Ged, have noc his Fear planced in their _— 
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but, are wholly void of any thing within that may 
oblige them to be true to him. Irreligious men 
will be no better Rulers : He that is an Enemy 
| to his own Soul, ( and fo is every one that doth 
not tear God ) He that hath no more Religion 
_ © | chan what will ſerve to dec:ive others witoal 3 
” || and is ( as all ſuch are ) falle ro the Profeflion 
that he makes of Religion ; will be no better to 


wh his Countrey, whenever he thinks he may be 
O's ſo to his Advantage. Such as don't fear God, 
my will ealily be vaſlalizec to the Wills of any thar 
oy are greater than themſelves, and can do them an 


1; | {nary ; theſe would be very corrupt Judge in 
"Y | thac cafe , which the Apoſtles dared to reter to 


on | *he Confciznces of their own Judges, Acts 4. 
" | 14. viz. Whether it be beiter to obey Ged or men. | 
Ti Andi may belaid to ſuch, as Tertuilian of ot 
"| objeated ro fome among the Romans; Aayore 
ws formidine C efarem obſer Va!ss L gitar ipfun: ac O:3m1p0 | 
_ Fover. Buc ſu.h as tear God,will be airaid ( tor . 
that very reaſon ) of Injuitng men. They will 
al they arc Cuſtodes T av4:4r:2/44, NOt ONLY CON) mard 
_ them to be kept,and provide tat due LTellimony 
may ve born apainſt ihcie that do not ; but ailo 
]1C . LE ' F 
= they will commend the Obiervation ot them, by 


.» | a Pattern worthy of tlioie, whol: eminency ren* 

il {ers . : J __— oh ».. | 
m ers their Example more obſervable and more «<f- 
{| lectual. Ina wo d, This fear will inflence thim 
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be wrong done by any of his Vicegerents here 
below, the meaneſt of his Subjets over whom 
they rule, have a fair Plea, and Prohibition lying 
againlt it in the Court of Heaven, where it ſhall 
be called over again, and Juſtice done them. Such 
Rulers as theic will be N:»/ing Fathers indeed ; 
and in Conſcience towards God, ſeek the good 
of their People ; advance the common Intereſt, 
be z2alous Promoters of Piccy ; and all ungodli- 
'nels chey will reprove in the Gate. Theſe are 
' he Strong Rods ; whereas from all others,there 2w4ll 
0 08: a Fire, devouring all the friit, and deſtrojing 
all the comforts of a People. 
5. I might add farcher. Put Honour upon ſuch 
. as will ſtand firm for the Common InteresF, aizd make 
the Waal of the Publick ther evict Cure CC Buſmeſs. 
In this caſe eſpecially, they chat are given to 
Change ace not to be mcGdied wich. Prov. 24. 21. 
In all Revolutions ( that are not abſolutely necel- 
Jdary tor the Preſervation oi Juſtice and Equity ) 
it 1s h32argable whether the Publick wil not 
come by the loſs ; and when ic doti;, ic doth not 
always recover it again; & that tw { ior the moſt 
part )) a long time fi:{t : and for this reaſon, ſuch 
as are fo addicted, arc to be eſchewed. Yet, be- 
ware of thinking, that all that have been aiperſed 
as Enemies to the Common Wezl,2o ucterve that 
Character ( which it may Þc is ut the efie&t of 
fome S:crcce Grudge of malignant men againſt 
them. ) We thall be very unwiſe, to deprive Our 
klves ui the benctic of tholegthat can uo God = 
| TINCAD 
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their Country Service, for tie Calumnies & Re 


proaches, that thzy arc laden withal by their Ig* 
norant and Unthankfu! Neighbours. | 

0. Again. Reſyett fuch as will adorn their Autho« 
rity with an Example worthy of the Dignity that they 
ſujizm., Remember that great Exainplzs, it they 
be good, will confirm the weak ; and it they be 
bad, will enervate and weaken the Strongeſt Laws. 
When it may be faid to them that Rule,: as once 
Chriſt faid, in that caſe mentioned, Feb. 8. 7. H 
that is without ſim among you, let him cat the firſÞ 
Store, There will eicher be no Puniſhment © 
Wickednefs, or no Good will come of fr. The 
are very- unfic to punitih others, who are them 
{clves Franfs' etfors. Bur I omit what Particulars 
mnmght be adced, as being compiled in the Gene 
ral Dirc&1ons given + and proceed to the laſt, 

USE: Jil Of Exontati-®. | 
In two Branchec. 

I. To ſich as are, er 1:ay this day be Fl:ted ond 
E/*a5jhes the Civil Ruters of ra: Pe:y:e.. You led 
( Honoured and much Eticeinza ) wherein ye 
may be Rick Bleſhrivs. As tc isDgr Cuty 1ncett 
ſanily to pray Gud that you may Þ& fo, fo alla 
we ſubmiitvely pay you chat yourt ould be fo 
Þe you therefore intreates ( whoſoever you are 
upon waom tie over rulingiJand of the Lerd thal 
order the Lot to fall this day ) to approve you! 
ſelves $trog Kods. Efſtecm this robe your greateſt 
Glory ; the cuntrary to this will Se both y our 8: 
our Ruin.Lect the Qualifications which have at el: 
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time been deſcribed to you, be exemplified in all 
your managements;that our own Experience may 
teach us the happineſs of a People, who are in 
ſuch a caſe, who have Strong Rods for a Scepter 
to rule them. Your Ability is under God our 
ſtrength ; your Fidelicy, our Security : If theſe 
Foundations are deſtrozes what ſhall the Righteous do ? 
Pſal.11.3. It cheſe Foundations are out of courſe, 
nothing will go 11ght, or ſtand long among us. 
It is a great Truſt which is this day to be commit- 
ted to you; ybur Advantages herenpon to do 
much for the Glory ot Gcd among his People,by 
going before them, and leacing them in the 
way of the Lord, are very Eminent : And God 
hath anſwerable Expectations . concerning you 
you may-be for a Name and a Praile unto him 
( and we may be ſo too,by God's bleſfiing on your 
| Conduct. ) This God expects; and this is theHope 
* and Prayer of ſuch as tear the Lord among us. 
| You have our hearty Wijhes that God would be 
; with you,as he hath been with thoſe that are gore 
; before you : That you may be as che Mountains 
| that bring Peace, and as the Hills thac produce 
Righteouſneſs to his People : That your Witdom, 
| Juſtice, Courage, Picty, may be the fateguard of 

eur Land, and the Stability of our Times: Theſe 
are the things, which duely improved, will make 
you Rich Blefſings. Be intreated therefore to ſhine 
in the Improvement of chem. The Lord hath 
; faid, Ye are Gods, Pſal.$2, 6. Let theſe Virtues a Þ- 
. pear, as inſ;perable Propertigs of your Deiry * If 
you 


* 
you lack theſe things, you cannot ſtand, and we 
muſt fall. IT might rem:mber you of many par- 
ticulars by way of /otive. As, 

I. You have the Care and Charge of a Peop/e whons 
God hath by [pecial Fawour taken to be his own Pecuitar. 
And {uh a T. uſt as this ought to be ſtrenuouſly & 
faichiully diicharged. The Lord our God hath. 
by fignal Protections, and a ſtretched out Arm, 
made theſe ( once dark ) corners of the earth a : 
place of comfortable Entertainment to a Remnant 
of his faithful Servants, and thcir Seed : Here he 
hath intruſted us with the choiſe Mercies of his 
Word & Ordinances ; we have had them & en- 
joyed them, in fafery trom all the Endeavours of 
ſuch, as with an envious eye and vexed Soul, have 
beheld what God hath been doing for us ; and. 
though we have ſadly proved our ſelves ungrate- Þ 
jul, backſliding Chiluren, untruc to the Intereſt of Y 
the Goſpel, and Kingdom of Chriſt among us ; 
yet Oh: how are Covenant Merctes prolonged 
to us ? and how great are the Covenanr Engage- 
ments and Obligacions,that we are ccniirucd un: 
der to this Day ? And what is the Lords end in 
all chis, but that we ſhould be holinels unio bim 2 
What doth God defign, but that we thould ſkew 
forth his Praiſes, who hath thus crowned us ? 
Wha: doth the Lord look tor from us, but ſach 
fruit as this? And, the Honour .Ged puts upon 
you, whom he makes the Rulers of his Pcople,the 
Authority which he doth veſt you with, i with 
Subſerviency to this end. God hath deſigned the 
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Civil Government of his People,to concenter with 
IEccefiaſtical Adminilt ations : and ( thongh by 
WGtheorent Afcdings)) they are Þoth levelled at the 
Wtma end ; the maintaining of Pigty, and Promo: 
"ting of a Covenam walk wih tim. That which 
+15 the Lords Aim in this, thoull be yours alfo ; all 
' your Conducts ſhould center here. This 1s che 
* Work £1: bel. 27225 to You in your Pullick Capacle 
tics ; and 1 c 1s for vo! Ir Wiſdom and Jaftice, 

and 22: and Holineſs ; it vou would be found 
this ruling with God, anu lathiul with his Saints, 
#1, jen 4.12. 

2, Sing Pe Do met 1 ho{t e. 0 >lrabie Decien/nns from 
the 29-0 fy ve nx. ', ARE | Covenant I” 16 ofetho ns which 
27'E 2YC Art, ep. y FA 42; ty nf D  tuudiy Pre cla1mn ut neceſ/a- 
| 7y or pour to bejfir our ſeires with a boy Prudence, 
and Zea! for the Cauſe of Gos ermoms ns 2 On ! how 
ni:ly may the Lord Complam ot us, that we are 
ba:ome rhe degenerate Plant of a ſtrange Vine 
uo kim 2 Where 1s thac Zeal tor Gor and his 
wars £ that igh eitcem ot Golfrel Priviledges 3 
enar {alchivl Imoarovement of Sacred Ordinances; 
tha: Gare & PPHICCT ION tor the Auvancing of 
the Kinguom of Chritt 2 which things we: ONCE 

ur Patt. Arc net nb ſo great Intereits MUuCTAa- 
bly Uiiregaraed 2 And On : what :rreligion, Lt ke- 
warmneſ;, Prophancef:, and Immoraiuies, bave u- 
ſIarped their Room e And Goth not the Lord cx- 
were chat No { eavers of his People Cronuld be their 
 Retormers 2 Yau have-great Examples, the Roval 
* Pieſiiems of Jeboſapoot, Hetekiab, WAY 1aMmonus 
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in this matter, accepted and bleſſed of the Lord. 
Let this thzn be your great Care, to recover us a 
ſinful ſinning People, from all our Apoſtafies. And 
O!, !how n:uch may you do, by your Wiſdom 8 
Pizcy, Z2al and Juice, Precept and Exampie,Au- 
thority ara Awe, to awal: cn ns, and recover us as 
cain the good waycs of God? The Goed Lord 
ſtrergehen von yet more and more in all your en-; 
deavours for this ; and think upon you, according 
to all that you have done, and {hall flill he do-' 
ing for his People. | 

3. Furcher. Hath net the Lord himſclf ben co- 
ming near to Tudgment ! and pleading with and a- 
gaiſt his Peep! er It 15 obvions that Ged hath af 
Controveriy with us, and He iz wrath with hisþþ 
Inheritance. The tender mercy of God inveed 
doth ſpare us to this day, many good and pla 
ſant things ; yet in divers relpeds, God hath been 
and 1s humbling us, and bringing vs low. Thok 
we may with thankful Admizration art the Divinehh 
Goodneſs; tay as the Plalmilt, 7/z1_ +8. 28. { con- | 


ccrning the Lords Diſpenſuions towe: &s rs ) Aa 

ny a time turned He to anger away, or. du wt fri 
up all bis wrath; yet it we corfider ts FloodÞ 
ſhed, and ruinous Devaliaiicns in ſore Places oh 
this Land, together with tte lanqutſihing Sag 
the whole Country at t!.3 Day, we may iff 
take up the Pſalmiſts com;-laine, Pal Go. 5. An 
Lay, Thorn: feedeft ts mitt the Bread of Tears, und pt 
weſ? ns Tears to driuk without meaſure. 1 (ha'l O 
ne<d to mention trwol2 various Rebul *&S A _ 
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de ( as Blaſtings and Mildews, Dronghts, Un: 
[ſeaſonable Froſts ot late, Sickneſs, & the Sword ) 
| whis! 1 you have fo often,in your Orders for Pub- 
lick Humilirion, pioufly dire&ted us to take no- 
'tice of, 3s Tokens of the Lnrds Anger ; ſurely by 
\ thoſe Providences Go'l hath been Joudly teſtify- 
'1n9 againſt oor Tranſs-etlions : And we may read 
In "them, chat of the Prophet, Fer. 5. 25. You” Sms 
' bave withlolden pgeod things from yu, We have a 
£212 fic and proper tor vs under our preſent Cir- 
E1mikanges to p:opound and conſider, ſtared and 
; Feloivecd to our hand, in Deut 29. 23, 24. Ihere- 
fore ha:h rhe Lord done thus unto this Land, what 
z2eancth the Heat of this oreat Anger 2 Than men 
ſhall ſavHocauſe they have to .ctaken the Covenant 
of the Lor d God of their Fathers. And it this be 
_ a Div whneretn the Lord 1s coming out againſt us 
In Jul gment ; - Os! How fhouid you that are the 
'Lorus Sub{tiures bear witnels in your places a- 
Sainlt che Franfereliions which provoke him 2 If 
you are thus a Ferrour to il Doers, it may be 
God wiil do no moYe terithle things 1n Jadgment 
againſt ns: If you do wiſely and couragcouſly 
Bx:cuc Jadgment, who knows but 1t may divert 
the Loris. Phinebas did io, and the Plagre was 
feazea, Pſa! __ 20. 

Toa do 0r.{imarily ( I frppoſe T may ſay con» 
ſtancly ) bring a a under the Sacred ” x. lf a fl - 
Solemn Oath, with impartiality © > fidets » to e {6 arg e 

' the Tru} committed to you, a 4 K's 1h:s People 
according to the Laus of God, and the Kivg chan 
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which nothing can hea ſtricter tis to thoſe that 
know and believe, chat the ſame God,whom they 
have thus called upon to he a witnels of the fin- 
cerity and integrity ot their hearts, in what they 
are undertaking ; will, it they he cicher careleſs 
or falf:, not ſuffer them tq eſcape his Righteous 
Judgment, and m.ſft ſevere Reflections, 

5 Shall I add this onz conſideration further, 
( both to ſtir you up to, and ftrengthen you 1n 
your oublick work : ) lt is thi: 3 New bate rhe Roy-. 
al Favaur of a moſt Gracious Soveraign, whom the 
Divine Providence hath in a wond-rtul manner 
raiicd up, and hitherto preſerved, to be the Bul- 
wark of R:ligion and Property, to the Engliſh 
Iſrael: We are a lictl2 Branch ot that Vinz; our | 
Civil Lite and I.iberty is bound up in theirs; weſ 
have felt the warrath of thoſe benign Intlucnces, 
which have refrethzd the wearied Land of our} 

Fore fathers Sepulchres ; and as the Prophet Eze- 
ki:l (peaks, chap. 34. 27. God hath broken the Bands | 
of the Yike that were upon us, and delivered ns out of | 
the Hands of thoſe that wwi'd hawe ſerved themſelves | 
of us. God win) hath tt e Hearts of Princes in tis 
Hand, hath ( whatever our Enemies have enudea-! 
vouted to the contrary ) given you Fave''r in trnef 
ſight of the King : You have in this reipect great! 
opportunity and advantage to be conſulizzs and! 
- promoting the things which will be jor the Gie-J; 
ry of God, the interelt of kis Kingdom, ai we 
Weal ot his People : According as it is improved ff 
we may hope God will prolopg it ; biz will nod 
takeſ. 
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1 me leave thn to fay, to you that are, or may 
fY this iZay be Rulers over us, as once it was ſaid to 
zz; »n, ch79, To. 4 This matter betongeth unto yeu : It 
LF 15 your part pt Incipaly to take care for the Im- 
þ{ proven. 2n* of tuch an Opportunity, and ours to 
FH be with jou in it, When the Lord by whom 
1 Princ. s Fi, maketh them Nuriing Fathers to his 
* (People, it 5eth a wide door of Liberty and 
1 Power, 0 " chat derive Authority trom them 
'tro-be in tlict; <Ipedtive places, Rods of Strength, 
{1 for detenGcing and encouraging the Good, for tup- 
+} prcſhng and oy niihing rhe Wicked, for promoting 


wanting to improve {uca an advantage, we may 

L probably rep2nt it, when we can Go nothing elle, 
 Safter then the Exhortation, I befcech you in 
by woras of the T.ord, witch you have 1n Has. 
2. 4. Be ſtrong O Zi _ and work: Do the 
4 work of vour publick Ca png with Prudence, 
Honour and Fidetice : : I am with you (aith the 
* Lord of Heffs, Thus it you a _— y our felves, 
«ir will be Honour to God, your Comtort, our 
« Weal, and the 3c;oyciug of all that love God & 

1 his Peo MIS. 
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are a few Grang* Winch I would crave 
' Henoured ang much Relpores ) 
WIRfv ICCOMINING 42t0 YOU 5; as Nec 
»Jal co be muca 1 voiur Lacs, . and upon your 
{28 TJearts, 1f vou Vow tris acguic \ cur telves 5 &C 
A be Strong Rods te us at Lich a Day as this 
H I. Let 


H $94. M8; 
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bake ic well at our hands if it be negleQed. Give: 


# #Piery and Rightconfnets; and it there be an heart 
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T. Let the Intereſt of Religicn ond Holineſs, be your 
principal care : Tabour the reviving and promoting 
of it with all vour ſftrenoth. This #5 both our 
Decus & Tutamen; wwe moy truly fav of this 
great Ariicle, that it 1:, Articuins fforris ef cacicntis 
Nov cnglig. It 1s this that. enogeth tre Lord to 
deal g-aczouſly with his neorle, and to be their 
Saviour. in Iz. 63.7, Vten the Churon had 
reckoned up the T.yyins-ltndnoites of God, ma- 
ny ways cxptiefled $. we have: 1 the follownay 
verſe tlie conſt.i:raion intimate, upon which the 
Lord procceded in dings thoie orvat things tor 
his people, veri2 8. For he /aid, /rr2'y they are my 
Pecple, Children that wil; mt tir, (o Te was their Sa- 
Uicur 5; a. d, They vill not be falſe co my Cove- 
nant, they wiil walk in my ways, and keep my 


Commandments, th-y will rememier: ther En- . 
J 


gagemcn's and fulfil em 5 and upon their 
ſo doing, he had and would ſnew them his >Sal- 


vation. In this way they might hope tor 3t 5 but 


it chey ihoui prove lying, unholy, backfitding 
Children, they would but deceive themiclvos to 
expect it, Upon this ground hath the Lord been 
procecaoing with 'our Faihers in time palt ; and 
upon the fame will he dcal with us at this Day. 
It we conſider the things that were at the beein- 
ning, when Gold firſt Jail the Foundations * 
Goſpel work in thefe Ends of the Earto ; 1 we 
remember the Wonders of old, whicn we have 


heard, and our Fathers have told us; we may þ. 
lay of tnoſe Providences, whereby Gca through | 


many 
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many Difficulizs ,brought a Remnant of his faith- 
© ful People into theſe remare corners of theWorld, 
|. planted and preſerved them here, as David doth, 
b Pſal. 44. 7. That the Lord did it 5 By his Right: 
band, &c. b::2uſe he had a favour for them, By 
great Deliverance: avd Salvations did the Lord 
8 maniteſt his P;ci:nc: among them, and Loving- 
8 Kindnefs to ;hem «£ and they were "all upon this 
account P{a} 22. 4: Our Fathers truſted in thee ;; 
q | they truſred, 61,4 thou dilſÞ deltver them. They bad 
Holiact: t the Lord Engraven 150n their hearts, 
4 deligns, and ways, and God was with them, If 
4 WE are true to thiz Intereſt ard Cauſe of God, 
and walk jn the (Covenant of the Lord God of 
- our Fathers, it ſhall be well with us. Exod. 20. 6. 
Bur if there be a &. clining, backſiiiing, apoſtati- 
{ Zing Spici: in us; if we give ths Lord rauſe to 
| take up that Complai Ant CONC) MINg Us, 111 Mal. 3. 
7. Even from the dayes of yorr Fachers, ye are gone a- 
ay fron mine Or dirances, and have net kept them. 
Oh ! whar Preſumpiion, what Madnels will it be 
for us to hope, thar as te was theirs, fo he will be 
Oar Saviour, Alas ! How myIny are there that 
have forgotten & for ia on this great Intereſt of the 
Lord ainong us 5 Be you nt: :utcd therefore ( who 
ſhall have rhe rule ot this People ) to conſider tt, 
and engage your hcarts to the advancing of it. 
© WS be 2r that there is a >212mn Covenant be- 
tween God & this hi; Pe: ple: '@ God hath caken 
| them to be Li;, & wGey have owned themiclves to 
| be the Lords ; upon this FounJauon itand all our 
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Mercies, Privil-dges, En joyment 
can contribute any thing. to our preſent Of iucure 
Felicity : and therefore the recovering of us from. 
all our Apoſtaſjes, and the maintaining & promo- 
ting of ſerious Godlineſs among us, ſhould & will 
be the chief Scope of fuch Rulers, as make Con- 
ſcience to Serve either God; or his People. 

2. Expreſs a high LVener ation for, and Regard ants 
Gods holy Ordinances, Let them have all that Secu- 
rity trom the Blaſphemous Reproaches, and Abu- 
ſes of Ungodly men,that either your Laws, or yout 
Examples can afford them. It they that go be- 
fore a People go out of this way, fad Experience 
proves it bur too natural a practice tor them to 
follow their Leaders. So Jerovvamm the jun of Nebat 
made [[rael to Sin. King.16 26. He Id thu Daice 
and he had the far preatelt part oi a Nailon tO 
follow him. If you dont make cb of hel things, 
others will make 1/74; of them : If you violate in |} 
never ſo ſmall a Degree th: Honour of Sacied F 
things, others will be kept within n9 Evunds : it 
will be encouragemen: ;cnough to thein, it they 
have any hope tobe colzrared tn their DioDHanels g 
but it will be much more,itthey hoveiuct. a thould 
puniſh it tor a Preſident. 

3. Labour to ſettle prudent I{thods fur the tranſ- 
emitting of the publick Goſpel Wl orihip unto the Rijing 
Generation,u90m as firm and laſtims 19:11 [NCRS 15 TROY 
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Legiſlative Power among us ( which T ſubmit to 
Your moſt {orious coniideration ) we may be lure 
ic will be a eo©d Improveinent of it. We ſhall 
never loſe by wiz we liy out for that Intereſt 
of Chiit's kirgiom ; bur the Itarving of this 
Intereit, hack, + ur a Quits upon a People. 
Mal. 5.9, 14.2! 12. And becauſe many of the 
Pattag:; t this F.xc Co 12 OL cetly polnce at mas 
nay of the Lords Running Uiſpenſarions to- 
wards us, F CanOnut yo mUnhen If atlarge, Ne are 
Foes 4wito @ C: egg goa Dave re bie Ed i FLO this 

boue Nation. E:izs ye 6:1 thre tiles 1:0 7D [fore- 
' by that thre AY be 72. bas In 71/4nC Poſe Cc, OL PO TE 
me now herewith, [4;:9 ive 1.urd of hoſes , of 1 will not 


Of a jou? f typ WI '#; 72,.'sS of Di + 6 Ou DVaY ” Out Ft bieſ- | 


1) to Yeceiue "of 
tr ſakes : > he 
grouznd, ncither ſhall 
fore the 14e in the flerd, ſaith 
14,933 pp 2;! call you bleſ- 
Ct :72:8, | \zi;h the Lord 
1:1 1t, tt was one of 
Þ oe * . ſhat be tk of the 
| {riejits: And 
certainly ic will be toand «in wogwier a Ccourle 
I; tascyn tO make tnole ft ate lopaated to the 
C *Fvice Ot BY Gd, 9 dfs BY! = 7 We. HONg A Pg oplIC. To 
prevent Winch, thy ſome TON may have been 
wor:thily T_m_ SET ITIS welt uw.tlhy ourGontidera- 
1.27) wicther the Exp had ot the 
uniuccesfulngs ol thoks iavaiures that have been 


already 
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already taken,doth not call for ſomething farther 
to be done: And che ſad paſs things of this nature | 
2re already come to in foin. places, doth awaken 
to as quick a diſpatch as may be. How long the 
price ( the Liverty & Authoticy for this ) which 
you now have, will be in your hands, the Lord 
only knoweth : And belid:s, w hen things are- 
once going down hill, the turther they go, the d 
harder it 1s to ſtop them. Wc may rationally ? i 
look that it what iz amif> in a matter of fo greac PI 
Concernment as this, both to our ſlings and ous, : | 
be not rectifhed 1p <eCily, it will OW worle ; 2nd | 
worſe, and be bzyond all Remedy at lalt. 'Y 

4. Be a ſwift wiumneſs againſt the C jug Sins and ; 
fearful Avorninations that "Defs! 'e the ied When 1 
the Providence of God hat brouzhe fuck wick- ? 
edneſs co Light, It it not be {:yoothered, but ct 
brought out to condienPunlinn ut Yun wiltuns | 
var and jhould in Gti. b:uiate Lim, who 
faith, 11al. 3 2. F. 1 Wi be a ſwit wines avamſs 
the Sorcerers, and ag a: + 4 the dd rl tired ag aut i 

r 
j 


Fr 


5 


falſe Swearers, exc. Vie Lord lic fot. EP Lip LO 
be a Terrour to Evil Boers $ > cout 143 UPON 
what account God yath a Conc: "ot with Ts 
Inhabitants of the Land. Lc: Burt Your Lye ILY, 
nor your Hand fpaic tio that date acolare their 
SIN as Sodom, a 1.the Lani 1s _ becaute 
of the Iniquities that abound 11 Thers j> ( LO 


mention a few th 10gs ) ldiem's, BY 7 Fa | 
Contenticn, Backuit; 200 IF 171: ' Si. '4 £ ', 1 EC; v7 BF > «673 of & 
Gods Sacred INainie, and 11:) Day, C7ic : 
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righteouſneſs, either by Fraud or Force, in or common 


dealir gs one 2vich another : Lranken::e[s, and the pro- 
Pagailng of that Sin ( ior tiltby Lucres fake) a- 


mong the Heathen, who are therefore juſtly the 


Rod of Gods Anger againſt us at this Day; Are 


F 


, not theſe 1, me of our caylns Sins? They are 


Sins which God hath otr?n warned us of, long 
humbled us for ; yea, ani! tor theſe, its not the 
Hand ot the Log tiretched our againſt vs ftill ? 
For the Logs fake thuretore, tor your own ſakes, 
and for ours, io you thar l-ave che Sword of Ju- 
Itice in your Hands, ftiike ar, and ſpare not theſe 
Tranigretflions : Let the vinl-lome Laws already 
provided againit them be teaileſly. Executed ; & 

y thing 
be done that can be done, to rout out this Wick- 
edneis. 

5. In matters of Judgment, or reſpecting the Ad- 
mwiſtraticn of Fuſftice ; be not eaſy m crediting Re- 
ports, efpectally when they aic made out of Place, 
Order, and Seaſon. The fimpl=- fanh Solomon, be- 
lievech every word, bu: the Prudent man looketh wel 
70 his geing, Prov. 14. 15. The Judgivenc may ea- 
lily be toreftalled. Prov. 18. 17. He that is firſt m 
his own Cauſe ſcemeth ju}. Ir t» no hard matter to 
contiive a tair Tale, and to make thay fee uſt, 

- which is very unrighteovs; bur it behooves there- 
fore ſuch as {ic in Julgwent, efre thev creCir it, to 
ſearch it out. 7: is the Honour of a Ring to ſearch 
cut @ nai. Prov. 25. 2 And Prudence to fift 


Out and difcoyer the 'Lruth, {1 there be bur 4 


Conſcience 


_ would perhaps baulk at the grofſer Temptations 
of Flattery or Bribery, who may be unawar:-s 
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Conſlcietice to judge accordingly ) will be found 
the Ornament and Glory of thoſe that are upon 
the Seat of Juſtice. | = 

6. Be impartially juſt to all that have occaſin te 
ſeek for Tuſtice at your Hands. When you have 
heard the Cauſe, judge according to the merit of 
ic. Remember what the Pfalmiſt ſaith, Pſa. 7F. 
2. When T ſhall receive the Congregation, 1 will judge 
aprightly. None have (ordinainly) more or grea- 
eer Temptations to Injultice, than thoſe that have 
the diſpenſing of Juſtice in their hands; avoid 
them caretully, Theſe ſnares are ſome of them 
more obvious, and can take none bur ſuch as are - 
willing to be caught ; ſome are more out of view, 
and therefore molt to be teared and watch'd a- 
gainlt, by thoſe that have a Principle of Juſtice 
in them. There's a fort of Bribery more groſs by 
glits ;&there*s another ſort more private & ſubtil, 
when men by ſecret arts and flatteries do whee- 
dle and inſinuate themſelves into the Aﬀections ; 
which, whehſoever ir takes, is as great a diſho- 
nour to the Dignity of Magiſtracy, and tends as 
much to the corruption of Judgment, and per- 
verting of Juſtice and Right, as any. By this! 
means, a man may tor leſs than a piece of Bread, 
buy Injuſtice cnough to ſtarve and ruin his ho- 
neſt Neighbour. Again, there are ſome, who 


{nared by others; and do very unjuſtly, when 
tacy ares far trom ſuſpeRing ic, They may be 
: : 9 reavily 


| A | 
zeaGily drawn away, to decline after many to 
wreſt Judgment, which we are warned againſt. 
Exod. 23 2. They may be too eaſily moved in 
their Att:&ions, and ready to ſhew Indulgence to 
Offenders, when it conſiſts neither with Piety, 
nor Juitice. But, Remember always : that with 
you there ought to be no ſuch reſpe& of Perſons. 
Prov. 24. 23. Be Geat to the cries of the Pooreſt, 
when they can't be heard without wrong to Ju- 
ſtice : and regard noc the Clamours of the Migh-ff 
ty to the prejudize of Truth. | 
7. In animadwuerting upon Offences committed a- 
gainſt good and wholeſome Laws, hold a ſteady courſe 
of Puniſhment : To negle& which, makes the Ti- 
morous grow venturelome and preſumptuous, & 
the preſumptuous grow more tearieſs. I thall not 
diſpucre how far it may be jawtul for Rulers to par- 
don Offenders ; it is but ſeldom that Subjes have 
reaſon to complain upon this ſcore; theSeverity of 
Rulers,not theirLenity is moſtly blamed: Yet it can- 
\not be denied, but that when the Pozvers that are, 
do degenerate into a coldnefs and remifsnefs in pu- 
niſhing Delinquents ; into an caſineſs of bearing 
with infotent & proudOffenders;it giveth as deep, 
not td ſay, a deeper wound to the Weal of the 
State, than an exceſs on the other hand would. 
It is a mighty diſcouragement to the well willing 
and obedient, when they ſee thoſe that trample 


upon the Laws, eſcaping the penalty of them ; 16}, 


alſo hardens the Diſobedient and Rebellious ; the 
hope of eſcaping will make men venture ; and at 
| 6 length 
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length they will grow to ſuch an height of Tnl 


- #t 35 poſſible, from all Affairs pertaining to the 


lence, as will not be contented with any thing I 
than trampling upon the Authority that hath ev 
atrempted, or ſhall attempt to curb them. It 
well ſaid by Seneca of a Prince, Panam, / ruro 
terit donet. i.e. It he can do i: not only with his © 
private, but wich the publick ſafety alſo. It oug 
to be conſidered in the pardoning of Offende 
that one main end of the Law is, Salus Populr, t 
Publick Good ; which lieth chiefly in preſerv 
the Authority of the Laws, preventing Injur 
and ſecuring mens Rights, as alſo in vindicat 
of his of their Dignity and Honour, who © 
care of the Common-Weal ; and where that 
may in theſe ways be promoted withal, it 
not be unmeet that Lenicy ſhould be exerc 
But to pardon Offences, purely out of hope 
win Offenders, ( which is the faireſt pretenc 
imprudent men) without conſidering whether 
Publick will not ſuſtain more damage other w 
than it can be profited by the atnenCment of tl 
Off-nders, it they ſhould chance to be wo 
very abſurd and fooliſh. J 
8. Do your utmoſt to remove every thing that 
the appearance of Deceit and Faiſhood in it, as 


ſtration of Fuſtice. It 1s a ſad thing, when ? 
comes a Ruled Cafz with thoſe that have tc 
in ſuch Pleadings as are proper for Courts c 
ſtice, that ir is but a venial matter, to aver 
thing, be it never ſo — it they can but 
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erve the Cauſe which they have undertaken. 
d when ſuch as are paid tor their ſpeaking, are 
baſely mercinary, as to ſpeak-more according 
their Fee,than their Conſciences ; it is a horrid 
zice, not to be tolerated by ſuch whoſe butj. 
S it is to ſearch the matter, and diſcover the 
uth. Theſe ovght to be frown'd upon, and 
ers countenanced. Prow. 16, 13. Righteous Lips 
the delight of Kings, and they love him that ſpea- 
b right. They thac croud in their Opinions, 
der colour of being Amici Curicz, are no ways 
de allowed of, it they nototiouſly appear to be 
itize Inimici. It ſilence be but a moderate Pe- 
ice to be Enjoyned thoſe that have not wit e- 
gh to ſpeak ro the Caſe : Certainly, It is as 
and fitting for thoſe that have not honeſty e- 
igh co fpeak the truch in it. And if wiſe men 
y have patience enough to bear with the folly 
he former ; yet good Rulers ſhould have more 
ſcience than to bear with the wickedneſs of 
latter. - 
. Conſul; the Honozr 0” Government and maintain 
There are tew things that do more conduce 
he gocd of a Common Weal. Ir was a cala- 
pus Day in Iſrael mcntioned, 7/a. 3. 5. when 
Baſe roſe up agaialt the Henourable. And 
Fas a time when they had no Stroyg Rods to 
them ; when ſuch abuſes as theſe are not fe- 
ly reflected upon, the very Authors of them 
fault with it. For when they intrench upon 
onour of Authority, they know it is a Miſ- 
AEM dempanour; 
wht 
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demeanour, which may not be tolerated ; the 
know themſcives blame worthy enough, but the 
ſecretly think alſo, that you who ſhould punill 
ſuch intolerabl> Injuries to the Publick are mort 
to blame in ſuff:ring them to ctcape unpunithec 
And it may be they are not herein much miſta 
ken. Well, Let them never have occaſion fc 
ſuch a Calumny ; keep a ſtri& hand over them 
ealy methods were never calculated for ſuch u 
gra'etul turbulent Spi:ics ; Derit” quod facis Ingrat 
A'l Gentleneſfs is utterly loſt upon ihem. 

10. When any Publick Truſt is committed to othe 
that are in Inferiour Places of Power, ſee to them tha 
they do their Duty faithfully. 1 heir Negle&s an 
Male doings are among mzn commonly charge 
to your Account, who fit Aldﬀe, and have the ac 
vantage of inſpecting and feeing that things a 
Carried in a right Channel: And indeed, the 
will be reputed yours in the ſight of God too j 
through carelz{>nels you don't look atter them, 
through Favour wink at them. 

II. Arm your ſelves with Co:.»7zge. Think ofre 
of Davids words to Solomen. 1 Kang. 2. 2. Be the 
ttrong, and ſhew thy ſelf a man : And of Feboſapha 
Charge to his Judges. 2 Chron. 19. 11. Deal Cour 
gionſly, To rule over m:n in the Fear of Go 
is a work that will mzet wiih no ſl:nder oppol 
tion. You muſt expe co have to do with Sons < 
Belial ; ard the man that toucherh them mult & 
lenced with Iron, and the Staff of a Spear ( we 
appointed & teatlels. ) Whatever Difficulties the 
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e attending this work, yet it 1s the Lords; and 
ch as he calls to Execute it, muſt neicher ſhrink 
ack tor chem, or turn aſide in the leaſt. Every 
ommon Wealth will have ſome Filth and Of- 
Ouring 1n it, tho' never ſo much pains be taken 
d keep ic neat © and it is no ealy thing to cleanſe 
There are Beaſts of Prey, that live by catch- 
g and devouring, to be found in the beſt and 
jolt orderly Polkies in the World. And theſe 
they can't be chaſed away, yet their Jaws muſt 
2 d:oken ; and the Prey plucked ont of their 
eeth. This belongs to you ; fo Cid Fob, chant. 
9.17. And it argued that he had an Heart un- 
anted. Reſolve thus to do in the Fear of God, 
d he will ſtrengtþen you. 

I2. Conſider the Circumſtances of the preſent Day, 
as to be in Prudence providing againſt any threatned 
vii. Among other of the foie judgments of 
od, whereby it is a Day of treading down in 
e Valley of Viſion, that of the Sword 1s one. 
nd tho* conſidering it as the Rod of Divine An- 
XT, it bchooveth us to bs deeply humbied under 
- yet conſidering it as in the [and of an unjuſt 
nemy,in whoſe Heart it is only to deſtroy as 1s 
id of the 4ſjjrian Enemy, 1/a. 1c. 7. And fo it 
a Duty both natural and religious to arm a- 
ain!t it, It is good Policy even in a Time of 
eace, to follow Davids ſteps, who commanded 
ar the Children of J«dah ſhoukl be taught the 
2 of the Bow, 2 Sar. 1. 18. And certainly to 
> delicient in this point, when the noiſe of War 
13 
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5s it our ſtreets, will be very unpardonable. To | 
be unprovided and ſecure too, at ſuch a iime, is | 
a notable Judgment. God forbid we ſhould cruſt | 
to our Bow, to our Skill, or to any arm of Fleſh | 
wizacloever, ( we have as little pretences for it as. 
any People under the Sun) yet it behooves us to 
be up and providing for our ſelves; and wherein 
we may to be up and doing. for the ſuccour of 
others. We have many more inſtances than that 
of Laiſh, to warn us of the Fate of thoſe that dwell | 
carelcily and at quiet, in a time of danger. Yet 
ic is well worthy our noting, what 1s ſaid in that 
caſe, as giving us one great reaſon of that Securi- 
ty. Tudg. 18 7. There was no Magiſtrate in ihe 
Land, that might put them to ſhame in any thing. 
You know alſo, who were curſed for their Slug: 
giſhneſs and Backwardneſs to jeapoid themſtlves 
in the High Places ot che Field, to help the People 
of the Lord againſt the Mighty. Twdg. 5.23. You 
know the Diltreſfes of the Eaſtern Parts of the 
Country ; You trequently hear of the barbarous 
Cruelties of thoſe Heathenith Miſcreants that ſhed 
the blocd of the Lords People; 1 ne:d not mind 
you of the Danger of our Sca Coalts; the God 
of all Wildom Giredt you, that are our Leaders 
and the Captains of his Inheritance, that you may 
diſcern th2 Times ; and know what may be re 
quilite for our own fafety ; and how far it ma 
bs Duty for us, to expoſe and put our fclves fo 
ward in the Detence ot the Common Intereſt o 
God's People in this Wilderneſs, That this Rui 
$ E 4 ma 
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may not be advanced by any Negle& of ours, or 
be under your Hand. 
T3. Study Unity in your Councils, Proceedings, and 
[3 at your Managements, You know the familar 
ſimilituade, whereby the Strength and Power of 
Concord is uſually 11luſtrated. A Bundle of Rods ; 
[they can't be broken, while they are taken toge- 
ther, but are eaſily ſnap'd afunder when they are 
Mevered. Vs unita fortior, is an old M.xim and 
true, Divide & Impera was helliſh Policy from 
the B2ginning ; and it is that which the World is 
throughly verſed in now a days. Let your Agree- 
Wmznt defeat the hopes of all that may thus arcempt 
to practiſe upon you. A Harmony in your Coun- 
Cils and Determinations, 1s the beſt way to be an- 
Iwered wich another in our Obedience. 

I4 Be often recommending your [elves in all the Af- 
fairs ( eſpecially ) proper to your Places, unto the I.ord 
by earneſt Prayer for his A(ſiFance aud Bleſſing. He 
is a God of Witdom, Juttice, Power and Holi- 
nels ; would you be Strcug Rods, for .the Defence 
and Rz/? of his People, by Faith lay hold on his 
'Strength, and he will make you fo. You have been 
uſed this to wait upon the Lord, go on ſtill. Beg 
he Lords Direction, Influence, Blefling Do ic 


eartily, and hs who hath made you ours, will 
e your Guid2 ; He will be with you, and make 
you the Repairers of our Breaches, tbe Reftorers of 
our Paths, Iſa 58. 12. excceding great Bleſlings 
0 his Diſtrefſed People. 

-- 2. The ſecond Branch of the Exhortation concerns 
\t3-al', who are the Body of this People. It 
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If it be ſuch a Priviledge to have Strong Rods for 
SCepters to rule us ; and if the want of ſuch cannot but 
be of fatal Conſ.quenee;then | Jow much dorh it concern 
us fo endeavour wherein ye may the Procurement 
and Preſervation of ſuch a Pu blick Bleſſing ? We conſult 
our own Good, and ( which oug:ut to be as dear ro us ) 
the good of our Poſteriry,wi zxn we do ſo. Be you then 
exhoricd, for your own ſakes, and for their ſakes, to mind 
this thing. Thar Civil Lib erty of Eicftion, which you 
are this day all. mvled to ex :rciſe, doth advantage many 
of you to be in this Reſpect, eminently Servictab'e to the 
Publick Weal ; let i: then bc: willy improved. Romem- 
ber the Directions that hav: : been given you, and aCt in 
the tear of God; that by t he Bictſing of the moſt High 
upon your prudent endeav ours, we may have no ſuch 
cauſe as the Prophet in our 'T'cx', of Lamentation. And 
as you eſpccially have a g'::it Advantage to procure it ; 
ſo we have all of us a gre at Intereſt in ſuch a general 
Bleſſing, and are jeyntly concerned to doall we can to 
advance this Common Fc<li citv. There are m7:ny things | 
which for this en] God ex; 2<cts of us all, cur neg! of 
which ( whatever prudent methods, the moſt S::f1cient 
and Able men may take tc» prevent it ) vill c:rrainly 
;nvolve us in a mnlt inevita ble Ruine. There may be . 
Maladies in the Body which. if they bz n+: ſp>edi!” heals 
ed, will ruin the head and all. Whatever the aJvaniage 
are which Rulers have to p romore the Peoples god, & 
whatever Pains they take r © irwprove them, yer Ruers 
themſelves, are but Seconi! : Caules, an1 wiil fail 'r tor 
endeavours, and of their Aims, as God ſhall with-hoid 
\his Bicffing : and that Go | ottentim 's; doth, as 2 jult 
Puniſhment of the Peoples Sins. Whin any D-triment 
befals the State, it is commer: for the Mi:ufters of it to 


þcar the Blame ; when as they many tunes leaſt deſerve 
X. 
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it. Fer, if there be an U'nerateful, Murmuring, Proud 
' Spirit, a Murinous, En yieus and Rebellious Spirit, 
an lrreligivuus Spiit Prevailing among a People ; 
' It is netall the Countels or the Wileſt, nor Underſtand- 
ing of the Prudent, ner C-vnduct of the moſt Sufficient 
men,that can keep off Ruin from them. Such a People 
may be miferable,do their Rulers what they can. It was 
not King F-/ihs Piety er Prudence ( however at the 
+ preſent it laid forme kind of ieſtraint upon them ) that 
. cculd divert the upproachin;x lamentable Fate of that 
S:ubourn Sinfuk People he 132d the rule of. It there be 
never to silful a Hand 'at Him, the Ship that will not 
fect her H<iwm, may {tave up«vn the Rocks, or Strand ups 
; on the Shore ar laſt, Ther is much of the Succeſs of 
' Government dep«nding upon the ſuitable becoming be- 
haviour of the People under it. And this Sit which we | 
are all Exhorrcd to at this time. Strong Rods are Rich 
B eſſizgs : God hatha Favour for that People on whom 
he b-ttows chem. But then \we muſt remember the 'Te- 
nure by which aPeople fo Priviledged do hold them; lr is 
the fame with rhat on which they have received their Au- 
tority from God, Viz Quamdiu bene ſe geſſerint. 
When a People fail of their Dury, and carry it uawor- | 
thily under the Command & Condu&t of ſuch Rulers; 
God hath wayes enough to «diſcharge them ;to take them 


from ſuch a People ; or ( it !he doth not ſo, yet ) to cauſe | : 
that they (hail nor profit them. TY ] 
For the Prevention of v hich, I have but theſe few } 
Words to offer, and fo ſhall cloſe. X 
Are Able and Faih\ul biuirrs fuch Rich Bleſſings, Il 7 
and would wz contribute to ti:is our Happineſs. then, l 


q I. L:t us bs thankfu! to God for ſuch Mercies. When I f 

the Lord gives Rings ro be Nurl11g Fatners to his Pco- 
pie, as he promileth, [/z 49 23. Should not the Praiies 
>: of the Lord re{)yad thruugkout all the Gates of the 
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L 38-1 
ughter of Zion ? Do we alſo ſee ſuch advanced to 
bordinate Places of Power 2 Let us remember, that 
ir Promotion is from God ; It is He that fets them up. 
d.75 6,7. They are of Him : Rim. 13.1. And by Him 
y Rue: Prov.8.16 We caſt the Lot,but the Lord that 
; on High, hath the whole diſpoſing of ir. Prcv.16 33+ 
that our Choice is alſo of Geds Appoin:ment ; If 
2y be of our deining, they are of His giving Aad. as 
hen others bear rule over a Peopic, it is a S gnal of 
ods Diſpleafure, under which they ought ro Mourn 
» when our Ruds are Strong, it is a Fruit of the Lord's 
avour, and He ought to have the Praiſe. In P/a.7%. 
fer the Pfalmiſt had in a Prophetics| Contemplation 

lebrated the happy State of the Common-Weal of 

rael, in a Day when they er jÞved the Bleſſing, which 
ie DoEtrine ſpeaks of ( for the Glory of which Felicity 
is conſidered as a T'ype of Chrik's Kingdom ) clofeth 
| with Repeated Acclamations of Praiſe and Honour 

) God,as the Authour of ir, atv 18. 19. B'eſſed be the 

.ord God, the God of Iſrael, who on'y doth wondrous things. 

ind bleſied be his glorious Name for ever, and et tre whoe 

farth be fil.ed with his Glory : Amen © Amen. 

%o Let us 10h. Prize and Honcur them. Thar Pre- 
ept of the Apoſtle with Referegce to Rulers Excl: [11{tt- 
al, is of as great Force in this caſo. 1 Theſ5.13 Where 
e Chargeth us to eſteem them that are over us, very 
ighly ; and undervalued Mercies are not liketo be long 
tontinued. Conſider it and be Wiſe. We have not 
nany ſuch to ſpare ; certainly then, it is our Prudence 
nd Intereſt not to provoke the Lord to remove them. 
Again, let our high Eſteem of them, be teftityed by an 
aonourable Deterence towards. them : The Apoltic Pal 
aith concerning them. Rom.13.7. That Honcur 1s to be 


rendred them, "They are Gods, Pſal.82.6. And as _ 
. there 


LEY 
there 13a Civil Worſhip and Reverence due to then; 
both in Word & Action, Speak no Evil of Dignities ; 
Abblor that Unchriitizn wav of Detraction, Backbicing Ill ! 
and Slander. If they are Go7?'s Vicegerents, certainly it Ml * 
muſt be a Crying Sin and Shame for us thus to treat 
them. D- ver Enemr s charge us, chat this is the v ay 
wherein we have been uſed to r[quire thoſe that with 
arcatcſt Pains, have travailed for the Pubiick good ? Ler 
us refute this iarder ; and if we can dono more, yet at 
leaſt, Lit us Love & Honour ſuch as have Rule over us. 
3- Take re Care that we don't make them, or provoke 
them to be ether w:/e. As they are ſometimes Acccfiory 
ro our Sins, when they either connive at us doing them, 
allow us in them, or indulge us afterwards ; fo ſhall we 
be to their Male- Adminiſtrations, it we ſeek to corrupt. 
diſcourage, perverr,3nd Cit bhearten, or any way weakerl 
them. - There was a very Lauaible Spirit in the People 
when they ſaid to Ezra Chan. 10.4. Ariſe, This matter 
belengeth unto thee, we a'fo will be with thee ; be of geod 
Courage & doit. Ard that matter did accordingly SUC+ 
c*ed very happily. Bur when there 1s a perverſe Spirit 
of Dſlke and Contradiftion in ue, tn thwart the Coun- 
ſ-}s, and controul the M-=thods, of fuch as are intruſted 
wich the Care of the Publick : it t1ofe Counſels prove 
abortive, and thoſe M :thods vain, it 15 no more than 
may r-aſonably be expected, and we may thank our 
telves for it. . 
4. | ſhall not exce-d the Bounds of my Commiſion, 
( wnd I hope neither thaſe of your Patienc2 } it I pat 
you in Remembrance, That you bs Subject to thoſe that 
ar? ſet over you. St Paul tht this in Cnarg? with Tirxs re- 
ſpecting his Creri.ons, Tit.g 1. Andi 1a Duiy as avis 
ous £9 the light of News ; 1 allo, poſitively ergyned 
us 11 the \Vord of G24. Ecc!. 8 2. I Counſei thec to heep 
the Kiiigs Commandment, and that in regard of the Oath sf 
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' What @an be more Expreſs than that of the A- 
tle Peter. 1 Pet,2,13,14 Submit your ſelves to every 
inance of man, for the Lords ſake, whether it be to the 
g as Supreme, or tinto G:vernours, as unto them that 
{ent by them, "['he General Precept of Obecience, 
Apoltle doth here particularly apply, with Reſpect 
| Degrees of Authority, both Supreme &X Sr5:rdinate: 
| fo plainly declareth it to bz the Mind of God.v.15. 
fo is the WWiil of Gad : That a man mult Y tolare Rea» 
& Conſcience to gain ſay tn "I'he Apoſtle Pau! urg- 
the ſame Dury, in his Kpiſtle rothe Romans : Chap. 
I.Let every Soul be ſubje&t unto the (i2her Powers, And 
veth that the Chriltians Obl:ig:non inereunto hath iis 
zinal from a Power, whici 11» Mun can diſpure but 
is utmoſt Peril. v.2. M/noſ.ever therefore reſiſt: th the 
er, reſiſteth the Ordinance of Gd ;, and they that reſiſt, 


t. « . 
n I [receive to themſe.ves Damnation. We might argue 
le Wt , as the Apoſtle doth in the Cuiiiixt. v. 4. From the 


ex | (Mon good, which ſhall tken fHlourith, when there 1s 
od © oirit of Wiſdom, Prudence & J:id2ment in thoſe that 
c- © £1 & of Subjedtion in others : & upon this Accourty 
ic WI Saſk needs be Subject ( as the Apoltic adds v. 5. ) 
1- Wl ny for wrath, but for Conſcience ſuis. I here are bur 
.d BE things that can rationally be pretended, ro dipenſe 
ze Ml 3 this Obligation : The Fir# is, when the Cominands 
n M acn do croſs the Will of God. And the Second 12, 
ir & n the Authority commanding 13 not Legal. As 72 

Firſt. It is a ruled Caſe, 4.5.29. G2. is to be oveyed 
1, i #7 than men. Active Obedience is dur, where it my 
at © vith a ſafe Cenfſcience ; elſe not : yer h-re, All en- 
at ©} 7>urs are to be carefully uſed, co all vc our itives, 
e- © *he Repugnancy which we conceive 10 be berwien 
j- I vs Divine & Humane be oor onely 1:1 our [magias- 
> for otherwiſe, while we pretend to ©.vey the Lord, 
fuſing Obedience unta nn, Wo 12.4 ve found 
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Cwhich without doubt is the unhappyCondition of ſore) 
diſob-dient both to God & man. As to the latter. vi, 
The lliegality of” the Authority Commanding : I ſhil 
only ſav, That whatever difputes there may be,abour the 
varidus Methods that are in uſe among men,for theDeſ; 
nation of Perſons to Places of Authouricy ; or about rhok 
that are Veited with authorits, whether they came righ!; 
fully by it or no; cerrainly, they that have the Libery 
or Eictting their own Rulers, h-ve the leaſt Reaſon t 
iofiit upon this Objection, againkt ſuch asare of their ow 
Choice ; or to hope that it will excuſe, and be a Sal: 
tor their Diſpb: cence | | 
5. Remember how expreſly God hath required 'us, that m 
ſhouid reid them the Honour of Marntainance, as well d 
that of Reſpett £5 Obedizrce And that there might bethe 
Jeſs room tor Diſpute in a point which an avaritious and 
piggardly World, would be fo ready to callin queſti n 
We have not only the Command it fclf, but the Rea 
of it annexcd. Row. 1 3.0,7. For this cauſe pay you Tribut, 
alſo, for they are Gods Miniſters, attending continual.y ( 
this very thing. Render thergfore to all their dues, Tributet, 
whem Tribute 15 due, Cuſtom to whom Cufom. Y ea,we halt 
ths Duty enforced upon us, by the expreſs Preceprt 0 
Chritt hinafelt Alt 22.2 1. Render therefore unto Caſs 
the thirgs which are Cafirs. And our biefſ-d Saviour chol 
rather ty work a Miracle ( whatever might have ba 
plcaded tor his own exemption ) than oemir th- Dutyg 
oftcnd by not doing ir; as you may ſee, Mat 17 26,2) 
And if ur were not for thoſe natural Seeds of Reb. lt: 
which every man 1s the worſe tor, it would b- a wo 
der that ſo pintin a Precep: and Dury ſhould be fo lic 
regaidod. And c-rtainiy, it will b* as great a Wwonde 
if that Qovernm ai that wantsthis Honourable Suppo. 
cotn not hnally fink under its own Burthen, with : 
that depends 0n it, EE 6, Bens 
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6. Beware of Murmuring and Faficn. God is highly 
iſpleaſed with it ; and can esfily make us know it. We 
lll -e ever ro remember, that the condition of perſons, as 
the lt as State of Aﬀtiirs here below, wontr admit of Pcr- 
it ftion : and ſhould conſider trar ilie Ableſt Ranlkrs on 


] arth ave men of many Iefirmiries, and ſubject to mils 
1 Qing a* well as others. It they miſs it in tome things, 
rt] et it jÞ the main they are righ”, we have reaf>n io bleſs 
vil {(efor it; and not to be di{ſuriched : If we begrhis more * 
Ny oUuB {in ; and whoever gets by it, we are like to be. 
al rs? They that are plcaſcd with nothing that is pre- 


ne; at are given to Change,when they have wlzatthey 
cſiFgd, do ſeldom fit eaſy under it. It was ſud a pers 
2rſe humour among the People of I/:ae!, that cxcafion- 
thij 1g Revolution in the Dayes of Sue, which we read 


an *r Sam 8 But when it was «ft Cted ; they that pro- 
(A (bly did as much defire it as any, {on thought they 


ac 1d little cauſe to boaſt of ic. 1 $.” 15. 27, But the 
but, ni of Belial ſaid, How ſhall this man tave us! & 
J ( ey Uclpiſed him. 


tet FihAdareſs the Throve of Grace in their Behalf, 6 pray; 
1ant neſt! y, that Gad in mercy both to them and ns, weuld 
t 0 -ant them-a Spirit of Miſdem and Fudgnert, Feal and. 
PIl zianeſs ; and make them men after ) is own heart, that they 
hok ay ru'e us in the fear of God. 1 Tim. 2 1,2. S4.Pau! Ex- 
eld orts to this Dury. This indeed 1s to conſult our grea» 
vl} ftGood : We may then\hope 77 lead! quiet © peacenble 
27 yes, as he ſpeaks, » 2 Thus if we do, God will own 
It ;; forasinv. 3. This 1s govud and acceptable in the 
0 1hr of our God and S1wiour. | 
lire 8 Finally ; Ler us put away all Iniquity far from us, © 
de ve in the Fear of Ged. It 8 an aw.ul Judgment mot to | 


jor ve Strong Rods for Sccpters to Rule us ; Our Sins mcrit | 
"The Lord ſometimes threate:s thus to punith the Le 
quity of his peopie : When liracl had d-2cneraied, & } 
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[ Wa go bh. * | "Ie 
| thei Religion was become LY their Dera 
| Hyporriy, t he Lord faith, I/a.2.9. T4 The wiſdom - 
- Fhear rpife m4 1 ſhall periſh. Thus Samuet thrfaten t 
xy : I Satm 12 25, Bur if ye ſhall fiill do hed 
[i ye ſha. 1 be con"umed both ye and your King When, theLo: 
|. fot fakc 's thoſe that have th: Rule of his people, Bo Wo. 
| der if we havi: cauſ> ro com: ling as in 1/a. 3. ;. 
[> which Tad thes cauſe thee to er ; but the Rile of Mm 
7 chit 1 s offen't nes in the wickedneſs of the people * 
' when Goo '-f Darid is fin in numbring the Peqple 
Sam 2 < 1. i n ſar! it was hecaule Gods Anger w 
| 1g aga inſt | 5; 1nd you know what it is that 
I it: 1h 1k oiten then of Samue 's advice to the pe 
I ael, | 19w tne! night obtain the Favour of God, v 
heir R ler s, and 1apon themſelves. 1 Sam 12. 24 
dy Fear t be Lord a d Ser ve lim in truth with all your hea 
If there i >&uc!1 a heart in us, if we will fear the Lo! 
and walk: hunibiy wih him, [f we will deny | gee 
Y neſs, and Qcrve thi- Lord 1a Truth, and wit O 
J hearts; w.2 nay then Hope that our Ro4s ſhall be 
>»: and that i] 124% whoym (God ſhall this Nay Ser 9% 
! Thall beg early bl:f) od of the Lord, Und bs bY 
{ings unt: » us. 
to Conc h:de, Let v « now look up to God, each V; us in « 
Reſpettiv: : > Places, ro give us Underſtandiug wn | theſe things 2 W 
15 Want1: g & W bat O weal; among es, ler us all as we are conc 
ned,cor{ jfer! Letius beg: f God co ſupply us with what 15lack: 
& let ; be watchful, & {irengt'in the things that remain; if 
gon't« jo fo, the & *rophet tells us what we may conclude : a 
Not « n ly tha 1t Ic 1s now, bur wil ſt:}] be more & more for - 
ment aticn. And 79 add ne more; if thi- courle be not taket 
us; 1 Gare ſay, that whatever Bic ings vi 15 kid, where of 
hav: ; hieard at ils tie, are ycr 1<n1: 41t: Ing amang us, They : 
' Jo? ; be removed into Corners; and the Places thas knw f. 
Wc ww, 4; cs ther m0 mores 
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